The Bluffer’s Guide to the Church

Called, Collared or Cross-dressing? Ministry in the Church

“Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles
those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many’”
Mark 10.42-45.

“every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again
the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had
offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right hand
of God’, and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies would be
made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for
all time those who are sanctified” Hebrews 10.11-14.

“Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great
priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession
of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful”
Hebrews 10.19-23.

“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the
Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will
inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be
first’” Matthew 19.28-30.

“Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing
for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an
extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there.
Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake
the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” They departed and



went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases
everywhere” Luke 9. 1-6.



“After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of
him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He
said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on
your way. See, | am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.
Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone
is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if
not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking
whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people
welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and
say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and
say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.” |
tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that
town... “‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you
rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” The
seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons
submit to us!” He said to them, ‘l watched Satan fall from heaven like a
flash of lightning. See, | have given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you.
Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven’” Luke 10.1-12, 16-20.

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age’” Matthew
28.16-20.

“In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for
he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry’ ...
So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a
witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed
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and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these
two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven
apostles” Acts 1.15-17,21-26.



“Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number,
the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows
were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve
called together the whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not
right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait at tables.
Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good
standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this
task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving
the word.” What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of
Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and
laid their hands on them” Acts 6.1-6.

“The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity,
to the measure of the full stature of Christ” Ephesians 4.11-14.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services [= ministries], but the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses ... Now
you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers;
then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of
leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets?
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And |
will show you a still more excellent way.” 1 Corinthians 12.4-11, 27-31.

“The saying is sure: whoever aspires to the office of episkopos desires a
noble task. Now an episkopos must be above reproach, married only once,
temperate, sensible, respectable, hospitable, an apt teacher, not a
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, and not a lover of
money. He must manage his own household well, keeping his children
submissive and respectful in every way— for if someone does not know
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how to manage his own household, how can he take care of God’s church?
He must not be a recent convert, or he may be puffed up with conceit and
fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace and the snare
of the devil” 1 Tim 3.1-7.



“Deacons likewise must be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in
much wine, not greedy for money; they must hold fast to the mystery of
the faith with a clear conscience. And let them first be tested; then, if they
prove themselves blameless, let them serve as deacons. Women likewise
must be serious, not slanderers, but temperate, faithful in all things. Let
deacons be married only once, and let them manage their children and
their households well; for those who serve well as deacons gain a good
standing for themselves and great boldness in the faith that is in Christ
Jesus” 1 Timothy 3.8-13.

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honour,
especially those who labour in preaching and teaching; for the scripture
says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain’, and,
‘The labourer deserves to be paid.” Never accept any accusation against an
elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who
persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest also may
stand in fear. In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect
angels, | warn you to keep these instructions without prejudice, doing
nothing on the basis of partiality. Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, and
do not participate in the sins of others; keep yourself pure” 1 Timothy 5.17-
22.

“1 left you behind in Crete for this reason, that you should put in order
what remained to be done, and should appoint elders in every town, as |
directed you: someone who is blameless, married only once, whose
children are believers, not accused of debauchery and not rebellious. For a
bishop, as God’s steward, must be blameless; he must not be arrogant or
quick-tempered or addicted to wine or violent or greedy for gain; but he
must be hospitable, a lover of goodness, prudent, upright, devout, and
self-controlled. He must have a firm grasp of the word that is trustworthy
in accordance with the teaching, so that he may be able both to preach
with sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict it” Titus 1.5-9.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” 1 Peter 2.4-5.

“To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made
us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” Revelation 1.5-6.

‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were
slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every
tribe and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a



kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth’
Revelation 5.9-10.



