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I'm writing this before I go on my Sabbatical so please 

don't be alarmed! I thought I would use this opportunity 

to try and explain what I am up to during my absence. 

 

I strongly believe that the great outdoors plays an 

important role in helping people to grow spiritually. I think 

it often plays a role in awakening us to the sense of something 'other' as well as 

encouraging those experiences throughout life - I have certainly found this to be 

true for myself. Here is a quotation from a book called "The Moor - A journey 

into the English wilderness" by William Atkins. I have beeped out the place 

where a swear word creeps in and whilst this lessens the impact of the 

quotation I hope you understand why I didn't want to bring such language into 

a church magazine. The author is describing a day on the hills. 

 

"I had risen above the moor to a prostrate mountain-face, where the menace 

was of a different order, and more immediate. The place was haunted - and 

when, for a few seconds, the mist to the south eased, the sun washed lowlands 

ten miles away were of the finest lucent green, and the word I heard myself 

saying, as I looked down, was not the usual whispered '****', or even 'holy 

****' - but merely: 'holy'.  I sat on a rock and had a packet of BBQ Beef Mini 

Cheddars and a carton of strawberry Ribena." 

 

I have no idea whether the reference to eating and drinking was intended to 

sound like Holy Communion but to me it sounds very sacramental. This is a 

purely secular book but it shows well the impact that the wilderness can have 

on a person. This belief is the inspiration for what I am now doing. I am walking 

and reflecting (as well as doing some reading and study, of course). I am visiting 

some of those places where people feel they have encountered God. I am 

walking (going on pilgrimage if you like) to some of the Churches that are open 

during the day and reflecting on what they offer as a sacred place. Then I am 

walking on the moors (Dartmoor, the Quantocks and Exmoor mostly) to some 

of the ancient sacred places (stone rows and circles, etc) to reflect on why this 

place was picked as a sacred place. I will them compare the experiences. I am 

hoping this will then inform my future ministry on the hills. I also hope to put 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=xRLc7X84&id=0A24D46DDF9364B8797A545BDD1DBE9DFC41C609&thid=OIP.xRLc7X84YabQPxXkpfXWdgEsEX&q=walking+clipart+free+black+and+white&simid=608053420821250348&selectedIndex=120
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together a presentation on what I discover (with video and pictures) to share 

with you when I return (I'm back on 31st July). 

 

If you are thinking about what you will do this year to get closer to God I might 

recommend getting out on the hills. 

 

Chris 

 
 
 

  Circuit United Services in June  

4th June 5.00 pm Pentecost Praise Service, Rev. Deborah Kirk at 
North Curry  

11th June 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares, at Temple 

18th June 6:30 pm Rev. Deborah Kirk, Holy Communion at The 
Levels 

25th June 6:30 pm Rev. Stephen Mares at Bridgwater 

   

 
 

 

News from Around the Circuit 

A Letter from Revd. Rob Blackhall 

Dear Friends 
 
I am grateful both for the article in last month's magazine and the good wishes I 
have received from a number of people across the circuit. 
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Even though I knew I was wholly innocent of the allegations made against me, 
the last year has been very hard indeed on myself and those closest to me, 
especially of course my elderly mother.  It took nine months for the case to be 
finally heard and for all complaints not to be upheld.  It is therefore good that I 
can resume the ministry to which I was called almost forty years ago. 
 
I am so grateful to those who have supported me. My family have been right 
behind me. In particular, I am grateful to Steve Allinson and Revd. Bruce 
Thompson. Their belief in me has never wavered and in their support of me 
they have certainly travelled the extra mile. I cannot thank them enough. 
 
For more than half my time in the ministry I served at Queens College as the 
Chaplain, which, up until 2016 brought me a deep sense of fulfilment.  It was a 
joy to work with some great colleagues and so many very talented young 
people. As a consequence of my time at Queens I was able to support the 
Taunton Deane and South Sedgemoor Circuit and its churches which was a 
great joy for me.  I know I will miss Taunton, the school and circuit very much, 
but I am now looking forward to being stationed in the Torridge Circuit as its 
superintendent (as we say, 'conference permitting'); however, you will all 
remain in my thoughts and prayers and I wish God's continued blessing upon 
your ministry and mission. 
 
 

Temple News 

Pastoral Update 

I am sad to report that since our last link Jervis Gee, who had been in hospital, 
died very soon after returning home. Margaret Howkins also died at home 
having been ill at home for a while often feeling too poorly to leave her bed in 
the past few months. Pat Lander is making good progress since a bout of 
pneumonia. 
 
We keep in our prayers those members in nursing homes; Les Bentham, John 
Bruford, Margery Cassidy, Valerie Couch, Trina Humphries, Gwenan Jones, 
Hazel and Ken Kedwood, Mary Simons and Thea Stevens. We also remember 
the many who are struggling at home. 
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Events at Temple in June 

Mid-Week Service on Wednesdays at Temple.   

The chapel is open at 10:00 am.  There is a short service at 12:15 pm.  This is 
followed by refreshments. 

Café Worship 

Café Worship this month is on Sunday 11th June at 5.00 pm.  All welcome to 
enjoy a relaxed style of worship with afternoon tea.   

Early Morning Communion 

On the third Sunday each month in the Chapel starting at 9 am.  This month on 
Sunday 18th June. 

Iona Abbey-Style Family Breakfast  

A simple but wholesome breakfast shared together immediately after the early 
morning Communion on Sunday 18th June. You are most welcome to join us but 
approximate numbers would be appreciated so please phone Joanna on 01823 
275765. Many thanks. 

The Crew  

This is a meeting for all teenagers on the second and fourth Sundays of every 
month.  We invite any teenager from the Circuit to join us as we combine a 
mixture of topical and relevant debate and discussion on religious, political and 
ethical matters with more relaxing times.  
 
Our regular meetings are at 6.15 -7.45, although on the second Sunday of the 
month we have the opportunity to join Café Church at Temple from 5pm (and 
ensure we get fed too!) and then continue into our meeting. We also undertake 
activities outside of those times as and when requested by the group.  If you 
would like to join us, or simply want more information, please contact 
steve@allinsonlaw.com or by mobile (07808164068). 

Coffee Stop Plus 

Lunch – a main course, a pudding and a chat with friends any Wednesday when 
there is no pop-in or church lunch.  In the Temple café from 10.30am until 
1.30pm.  All welcome, no booking required.  

Age UK Indoor Kurling 

Thursday 1st June and every following Thursday from 10:30 – 11:45 am in the 
church hall. 
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Just Living Conference 

A conference on living justly in the world today.  Saturday 3rd June 2017 at 
Temple.  There is no cost but please book 3 workshops that you would like to 
attend through www.methodist.org.uk/sw. See posters for more information. 

Come and Sing 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 6th June, 8:00 pm in the Church.  Open to all 
people who enjoy singing.   

Vivary Group 

The Vivary Group will go out for their cream tea on the afternoon of Thursday 
15th June. The venue and time has yet to be confirmed so please contact Anne 
Jordan in a day or two. 

Salt Plus Group – Guided Walk Around Taunton 

On the evening of Friday 16th June Mr. Richard Salter will lead us round some of 
the points of interest in and around Taunton. We will meet outside the 
Information office at Market house at 7pm. and hope to return to Temple 
Church for coffee before dark! Please give Anne Jordan an indication of your 
hope to come so that we do not start out without you. 

Messy Church 

The new Temple Messy Church takes place one Saturday each month.  This 
month on Saturday 17th June. There are two sessions between 10.00 am and 
1.00 pm, if anyone would like to come along and help for a session (an hour and 
a half) let Anne Jordan or Joanna know, also if anyone would like to bring 
children along the more the merrier!  

Church Anniversary 

On Sunday 25th June led by Revd. Rob Blackall, followed by a lunch.  Tickets are 
available from Stewards priced £4.00. 

Church Lunch 

On the last Wednesday of each month.  This month on Wednesday 28th June, 
1.00 pm in the church hall.   If you would like to join us for lunch please sign the 
list in the foyer. 

 

FOUND IN THE GALLERY 

Stone from a ring, please contact Joanna Rossiter for more details. 
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News from North Curry and Curland 

Favourite Hymn Evening Service 

Our Favourite Hymn evening circuit united service was held on 30th April. The 
worshippers came from every church in the circuit. We were very pleased with 
the support we received on this fine but cold evening at North Curry.  The 
service was led by the Revd. Deborah Kirk and the hymns chosen by friends 
throughout the circuit. Deborah introduced each hymn with information about 
that hymn: it's origin, composer, etc..  
 
As an aside, Stephen was asked if he knew the Rev Fred Pratt Green (1903-
2000) one of our most prolific modern hymn writers. It turned out that he had 
not known him but Tony Bell had known him quite well. Tony having had the 
Rev’d Fred Pratt Green stay with him in York. 
 
The singing was spirited, hearty - that is to say from the heart- and joyous. One 
passer-by apparently commented on how lovely the singing was, emanating 
from the church on this evening. Everyone really enjoyed the service. 
We hope to see you all at our next circuit service which will be held in the 
village garden-a joint service with the parish church at Pentecost. 
Pentecost Praise will be held at 5 p.m. on Saturday 4th June. 
 
The church council planned to meet on 9th May at the home of Dick Brewer has 
been postponed to a date to be fixed. 
 
Thoughts for a speedy recovery are sent to Jean Nation, now in Calway House. 
Her son Martin reports that she is complying with all the exercises and 
physiotherapy she is given and remains cheerful and determined.  
 
 
Revd. David Hookins has been invited to conduct the Chapel Anniversary service 
on 18th June. It will be good to see David again as he is remembered from his 
days as a probationer minister in the circuit. 
 
To those of us in the South West of the country who recently celebrated Easter, 
it might be of interest to learn of the celebrations of friends across the Atlantic.  
Revd. Dr. John Tate who was in the circuit in 1989 on an exchange with Revd. 
Irvin Vincent wrote this account. His church is in Washington DC and is huge, 
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accommodating large congregations at three services every Sunday. The 
services are led, in conjunction with a robed choir, by a hand bell group of 
about a dozen, also robed, members, the biggest of the bells being the size of a 
large bucket. Most impressive! 
 
 “Our Easter was one of the most meaningful and inspirational that we have 
ever had.  Thursday night's Maundy Thursday service was beyond description.  
Then on Good Friday we had the three hour 7 Last Words of Christ from the 
Cross.  I was responsible for getting the preachers and they turned out to be 
incredible.  That night we went to the other church on our campus--Wesley 
UMC--for a Good Friday/Tenebrae service that was terrific.  The church is 
predominately African-American so the service was quite different.  On 
Saturday evening we had an Easter Vigil that was just indescribable.  We started 
outside with a small fire, then went inside where 1/2 the sanctuary was totally 
dark, and the rear part only partially lit.  
 
Half the service was in that part, then at a certain point in the service we were 
told to walk toward the chancel.  As we proceeded, the lights came on like 
lightening and the rest of the service was concluded there with communion.  
Easter Sunday was exquisite. Our preacher concluded a Lenten series of 
sermons on "the Desert" and described how the three days were a desert for 
Jesus.  He did an excellent job.   Our church always provides a brunch after 
Easter service, but this year we hired a caterer to come and make omelettes for 
everyone (over 400).  They had four chefs making omelettes on four burners 
(each chef had four burners) to cook on. We thought, "That will NEVER work."  
But it did in an amazing fashion.” 
  

Dates for the diary 

Sunday 4th June - Pentecost Praise in the village garden at 5pm 
Sunday 18th June - Church Anniversary at 3pm 
 
 

News from Lisieux Way 

Pastoral News 

Please remember in your prayers 

Katie Lewis, second daughter of Francis and Pat Lewis 
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Norma Gray 

Joan Rowland 

Mary Clarke 

Gina King in Linden House Nursing Home, Wellington 

Margaret Butler in Sherford Manor Care Home, Taunton 

 

Recent Events 

Church Anniversary Weekend and Gift Day 6th /7th May 

Thank you to those who supported the Coffee Morning on 6th May which raised 
£72.  Thank you particularly to those who arranged the morning, provided 
refreshments and items for stalls and those who ran the stalls. 
 
We had a very good service with Holy Communion on Sunday 7th May and this 
was well led by Revd. Deborah Kirk. The service included the receipt of Gift Day 
donations and these amounted to an excellent total of £822.  Thank you 
everyone for your generous giving.  We are indebted to Joan Rowland who 
provided money towards the purchase of flowers.  Thank you to Joy Garland 
who included the flowers in a special arrangement. 

The Good Shepherd 

This was done by the children at 

Lisieux Way at our Anniversary 

on Sunday 7th May.  Revd. 

Deborah Kirk led the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 

 To those who support the work of Action for Children through the ‘League 
of Light’ boxes.  The total amount contributed this year is £266.74.  We are 
grateful for the work done by Jack and Audrey in distributing the boxes and 
counting the money. 
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 To those who continue to support the Dalit appeal through regular giving. 

 For the gifts of sleeping bags, bedding and other items for Open Door. 

 

Church Garden Project – Report of Latest Progress 

A meeting of the steering group took place at the Church on Thursday 18th May.  
It was attended by representatives from Taunton Association for the Homeless 
(TAH), Somerset Wildlife Trust (SWT), the landscape designer and the church. 
Much work has been done with regard to site clearance, top soiling, shaping 
and levelling.  The orchard area is moving forward and some fruit trees have 
been planted.  Much of the border area on the east side of the site (nearest the 
school grounds) has been provided with top soil and shaped.  A more 
substantial area of paving and hard core has been discovered and this will 
require a larger digger to effect removal. 
 
The hedge on the western boundary nearest the houses appears to have taken 
as has other planting.  The installation of rain water harvesting has been held up 
because of rain!  Quotes have been received from two sources for the provision 
of Hoggin type materials for the proposed paths and we will need edging blocks 
to provide stability.  Volunteers from Capita Resources at Blackbrook Business 
Park are to spend a day on site this month.  Viridor Waste Contractors have 
offered two tonnes of compost when required for the planting areas and we are 
also looking to sources for grass seed, wildflower mix and chipped bark to 
surround trees. 
 
The time limit for spending the money being made available by the ‘routes to 
the River Tone’ project expires at the end of June.  All money must be used by 
then or a firm commitment made for programmed expenditure.  A résumé was 
made of the garden features, furniture, plants and materials to be provided to 
fulfil the garden plan requirements and also the work to be carried out. The 
immediate requirement is to dispose of the surplus hard core and membrane 
materials from when the area was used as a hockey pitch.  Also, the old trees 
and other plant material have to be disposed of.  It was agreed that a skip be 
hired as soon as possible and this will be deposited on the grass alongside the 
parking area.  The next meeting on 8th June coincides with the General Election 
when the church is being used as a polling station.  It will probably be held at 
SWT HQ in Wellington Road. 
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Finally, working parties take place each Thursday from 10.00am to mid-
afternoon with break for lunch.  These include clients from TAH and other local 
volunteers.  If anyone can spend an hour or two to help on a Thursday they will 
be most welcome. 
 

Diary Dates 

Monday 5th June 7.30pm – Come and Sing (postponed from 22nd May). 

Monday 19th June 7.30pm – Fellowship Group led by Revd. Deborah Kirk. 

Tuesday 20th June 7.30pm – Church Council Meeting. 

Monday 26th June 7.30pm – Come and Sing. 
 
 

News from Rowbarton 

 
In May, we were delighted to host the Deaf Church at Rowbarton again for their 
monthly service, and although several of their congregation were away on 
holiday, a group from Bridgwater and Curry Rivel, together with some members 
of Rowbarton's congregation shared worship and tea together. 
 
One of their members has offered to teach us conversational BSL, so we are 
hoping to improve our communication skills over the next few weeks! 
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Boys Brigade and Girls Association 

The same Sunday, the Boys Brigade and Girls Association 
held their annual Enrolment Service, when the leaders, 
young people and the congregation all renewed their 
commitment to God and to one another.    
 
Oliver and Henry performed a sketch 'Peter?  Yes, Jesus' 
based on Jesus calling Peter to be a disciple, and several of the boys received 
badges and certificates.  Oliver Parkman was the recipient of the Gavin Hector 
Shield in recognition of his commitment and positive attitude to Brigade over 
the past year. 
 
As 2017 is the 100th Anniversary of the formation of the Boys Reserves - the 
fore-runner of the Junior Section, Stella Pinguenet had made a wonderful 
birthday cake, which we all shared after the service. 
 
Church Awaydays 
Between 10th - 12th May, 19 friends shared time at Brunel Manor, Torquay, 
thinking about the rich spiritual theme of Waiting.  We considered some of the 
Biblical characters for whom waiting was part of their story, before considering 
'waiting with God' with reference to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
'waiting in absence' with reference to the disciples as they waited for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  The final session, entitled 'Waiting in Joyful Hope' 
considered the place of the church in waiting for God's future.   
 
Those who arrived early in the afternoon on Wednesday were able to enjoy the 
grounds in the bright sunshine before the mist and drizzle settled in on 
Thursday.  However, Brunel is a bright and comfortable hotel, and there was 
plenty to occupy us during our free time on Thursday afternoon, including the 
opportunity to watch the poignant film 'Of Gods and Men'. 
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For the social evening on Thursday, people had been asked to bring along 
something of interest to share with others, and we enjoyed contributions as 
varied as some historical postcards of Taunton, an article about the 
expectations of a housewife in the 1950s (serious, but hilarious to modern 
ears), and some beautiful watercolours, the product of a local art class.   

We finished our time together with a Service of Holy Communion, during which 
each person spoke about the two items they had chosen from the display, one 
to represent a current life situation, and the other to represent God within that 
situation. 
 

Rowbarton Pastoral Report 

On 27thApril we had our annual Focus Meeting and this year we looked at issues 
regarding the end of life for ourselves and others.  This was a really positive 
discussion and one we hope to repeat at some stage.  It was far from 
depressing or sad, but an insight into many aspects and practical issues 
surrounding the subject. Our thanks to Deborah for guiding us through a very 
helpful and focussed meeting. 
 
We continue to have some of our congregation in hospital, waiting for 
procedures, in residential homes and housebound for whom we continue to 
pray and keep in touch with. 
Pat Gale 
 

Monday Club 

We returned on 24th April, after the Easter break, to a session about St George, 
making finger puppets of George and the dragon, and linking to the spiritual 
armour of Ephesians 6. 
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A week looking at St John the Apostle, and his symbol of the eagle, gave the 
opportunity to think about friendship and the qualities they appreciate in their 
special people.  Some of the children produced some really thoughtful pieces, 
using the first letters of the person's name to link to adjectives describing 
support, love and friendship. 
 
A session about Florence Nightingale gave the opportunity to make lamps, and 
get well cards for a member of the children's families, or for the church, and our 
last session before half term focussed on Jesus' Ascension - with bubbles, paper 
aeroplanes, and crafts to help us to recognise that Jesus is no longer 'tied' to a 
place and a time, but is everywhere and in every time.   
 

Wesley Guild 

The last meeting of the Wesley Guild for this season heard about 'The Fifth 
Gospel' as Janet and Richard shared slides of their visit to Israel/Palestine.  
The AGM will be held on Tuesday 6th June, and will recommence meetings in 
September. 
 

What’s on at Rowbarton During June 

Sun 4th  5.00 pm No Cake and Conversation this month.  Please 
support the Pentecost Praise in North Curry Village 
Garden 

Mon 5th  3.30 – 5.00 pm Monday Club (and subsequent Mondays, term time) 

Tues 6th  7.45 pm Guild AGM 

Wed 9th   9.30 am 
 10.30 am – 12 

noon 
6.00 pm 
7.00 pm 

Praying Together  
Meet 'n' Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome! 
Anchor and Junior BB/GA  
Company Section BB/GA  (& subsequent 
Wednesdays) 

Thurs 8th    10.00 am 125th Anniversary meeting at Creech St Michael 

Sat 10th  10.00 am Annual General Meeting - Refreshments at 10am for 
10.30 start 

Wed 14th   9.30 am Praying Together 
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Tues 20th      11.00 am  Wey House Service 

Wed 21st   9.30 am 
10.30 am – 12 

noon 

Praying Together 
Meet 'n' Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome! 

Mon 26th  5.00 – 7.00 pm Tea Party for MINT at the Vicarage 

 
 
 

News from Bridgwater 

Update from our New Estate lay worker, Emmaline: 

From the 1st February 2017 Bridgwater Methodist created a new role for a 
"New Estates Lay Worker". This role is part of a pioneering scheme that has 
been set up in the new developments on the outskirts of Bridgwater, 
Stockmoor and Wilstock. Its purpose is to try and find new ways of reaching out 
to those interested in exploring Christianity, particularly Methodism and also 
those that may not have thought about it before.  
 
The idea is for the church to go to the people to help expand our outreach 
work. So far, there has been a new buggy walk created. It is to become a 
focused walking group that will walk and talk to discuss shared ideas of faith.  
 
There are also plans in the near future for the group to meet at the new 
residential home in Stockmoor, and use their facilities to create a "Stay and 
Play" group where both old and young can spend time together and share skills 
and stories. It is hoped that we will be able to not only support our local 
communities but also spread the good news about Christ to those that may not 
have yet heard. 
Emmaline Kay 
 

Family News 

Many Happy returns to Anne Willmetts, who celebrated her 60th Birthday on 
the 24th May. 
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It is with sadness that we report the recent death of Herbert Palfrey, who was a 
Local Preacher in the Bridgwater Circuit, before moving to Seaton. Herbert died 
in April aged 100. Our sympathy, thoughts and prayers are with his family 
 

Past Events 

THANKS – Sponsored Event for The Beacon Centre 

David Dickinson and Lottie completed their run well within time and so far, in 
excess of £500 has been donated to the Beacon Centre charity, SURE. Gill and 
David would like to thank everyone who has donated, especially at Lent when 
people have their own causes to give to. They are very appreciative, but Lottie 
is somewhat sorry that it is all over! 
 

Christian Aid quiz – Saturday 13th May 

Thanks, must once again go to Tony Cox for compiling and presenting yet 
another very enjoyable quiz.  Seven teams from around the Circuit competed 
and a total of £110 was raised towards this year's appeal. 
   
Sue Parker and Kevin Boseley prepared a hearty supper. It must have been good 
as Sue's team went on to win!  Perhaps I'll have better luck next year. 
Nevertheless, the CA quiz remains a very much anticipated annual event in 
Bridgwater and we will be better prepared for next year's battle!  
Phil Jeremy 
 

Christian Aid Service – Sunday 21st May 

 A collection of diverse items, emerging from a bag Mary Poppins could be 
proud of, helped our all age congregation to consider what might be essentials 
on a long journey. We decided that cuddly toys were an absolute necessity, 
alongside food and a warm blanket, however most agreed that we could leave 
the John Wayne DVD at home.  
 
We discussed the journeys we had each experienced in our lives, discovering we 
were a well-travelled group, as destinations such as Tonga, Australia and even 
Lincoln were mentioned. Considering these journeys, helped us to think about 
refugees caught in a dilemma between unimaginable conditions at home, and 
often treacherous journeys, in the pursuit of safety.  
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Theodor’s story was brought to life in an animation, which showed how 
Christian Aid had provided support during his time in a refugee camp, and in 
another short video, we saw the charity’s work in Lebanon, offering education 
to children, who have had to seek refuge away from homes.  
 
Our short talk drew out the themes in our bible readings, about considering the 
needs of others. This idea continued throughout our prayers, during which we 
tied knots in red wool, to help us focus on various situations in our world 
deserving of our thoughts, actions and monetary gifts, which were brought 
forward in support of Christian Aid Week. 
Eleanor Jeremy 
 

Future Events 

Church Anniversary and Gift Day 

This will be held over the weekend of the 10th and 11th June. The weekend will 
start with a Cream Tea in the garden of 2 Southbrook Close Cannington (TA5 
2JX – for your sat navs) from 2pm-4pm on Saturday 10th June, by kind invitation 
of Sue and Brian Parker.  
 
Our Anniversary Service will be held at 10.30am on Sunday 11th June. This will 
be a joint service with our friends from the Baptist Church and will be led by 
Rev. Deborah Kirk. A lunch will be served after the morning Service. 
We hope that as many people as possible will join us to celebrate over this 
special weekend.  
 

Summer Messy Church 

We shall be holding a Summer Messy Church from 9.30am-11.30m on Saturday 
15th July and our Harvest Messy Church will be held from 9.30am-11.30am on 
Saturday 23rd September. If you are able to help with these events, please come 
to a Planning Meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 3rd July in Church House. If you 
can’t attend the meeting, but can help on the day, please see Jane Allin. 
 

Church Summer Outing 

It is hoped to arrange a trip on the Tiverton horse drawn canal boat on Sunday 
16th July after church. The cost is £12.85 per person with a reduction for a group 
of 15. If you would like to go, please let Sue Parker know by 4th June (tel 
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652855). Payment will be required by 25th June. Leaflets about the canal can be 
made available. 
 

 

News from Pawlett 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning and Cake Sale 

£457.66 was raised for Christian Aid at a very well attended coffee morning & 
cake sale at the Pawlett branch of the Royal British Legion. 

 

Diary Dates:  

At the Thursday Group’s next meeting on 8th June at 2.00pm the speaker will be 
Rev Doris Goddard. 
  
On Saturday 1st July, by kind invitation of Mrs Beryl Lawton, the Thursday 
Group will be holding a Garden Party and Bring & Buy sale at ‘Shalom’ Vicarage 
Lane, Pawlett from 2.00pm. 
 
 

News from Middlezoy 

Middlezoy hosted the Easter Offering Dedication Service on Sunday 21st May at 
6.30pm.  We heard 3 stories about how the World Mission Fund supports God's 
mission in Brazil, Ghana and Pakistan.  NMAs (Nationals in Mission 
Appointments) are appointed by the Partner Church, and funded by the World 
Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in Britain.  The theme Shine like stars' - 
based on Philippians  2 : 1-15 - reflected the important work of hope and light in 
difficult situations.   
  

Thank you for your contributions to the Easter 
Offering Appeal:  collections within the Circuit 
Churches amounted to £799.16, and the collection 
on the evening of the Dedication Service was 
£132.50, making a total of £931.66, which will be 
forwarded to the World Mission Fund for their 
continuing work.   
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Treasure Seekers      

17  children and their parents were present for our last Treasure Seekers 
session, when the theme was 'Jesus calms the Storm'.  After using  parachute 
games to relate to the story, the children made 'Calm Down Bottles' to take 
home.   
 
There is a meeting to continue our ecumenical conversations about children's 
and family outreach in Middlezoy on Tuesday 14th June, 7pm in Middlezoy 
Methodist Church, to see how we can adapt our current work to make it even 
more effective.   
 

Salad and Sweet Lunches  

will begin again on Thursday 1st June, and will be on the first Thursday of the 
month.  We look forward to seeing you on 1st.  Arrival close to 12noon is 
advised. 
 

 
 

Justice and Peace 

The Power of Partnership 
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Plymouth & Exeter District Synod met on 6th May and two items on the agenda 

both focus upon justice and peace and underline what can be achieved by 

partnership rather than confrontation or paternalism. 

Synod agreed to re-establish the partnership with the Cuttack Diocese of the 

Church of North India. This something we have been aware of in this Circuit 

because of Deborah Kirk’s visits to Cuttack and Deborah introduced a 

presentation that gave Synod a detailed understanding of the Christian 

community in this part of India (Deborah’s presentation is on the District web 

site as part of the Synod report, http://pemd.org.uk/index.php/ministers-office-

holders/synod-resources).  The Diocese is a community of the dispossessed and 

a minority faith community but it is also a community that is achieving a lot in 

working together in the face of poverty and difficulty. Synod reasserted its 

commitment to the partnership. It was agreed to establish a 5 year partnership 

that is based upon learning, mutual support and prayer.  The District will 

designate the Sunday before Lent as ‘Cuttack Sunday’ and establish a Cuttack 

Fund to assist a programme of exchanges. 

 

The keynote address at Synod complemented this commitment. Dr. Daleep 

Mukarji, former Vice President of the Conference and a former Director of 

Christian Aid explained how and why the Methodist Conference decided to 

establish the One Mission Forum bringing together mission in Britain and across 

the world. He spoke about Global Relations in Mission for the 21st Century, 

highlighting the changing understanding of ‘partnership’.  In particular, the 

need to see relationships as central, not money.  As part of a world-wide 

Methodist Church, our partnerships need to be flexible and sustainable.  They 

must be mutually beneficial: listening and learning together - as well as 

mutually accountable and sensitive to power differentials.  They should be easy 

to run; with good leadership, encouraging friendship and opportunity for 

transformation for both partners.  Dr. Mukarji then illustrated some of the 

difficulties, asking ‘Are we ready to listen and learn?’ 

 

Daleep’s question is a powerful one at a time when domestically political 

parties are vying with each other to win our vote by appealing to our self-

interest. An approach that seeks someone to blame rather than to someone to 
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work with. Indeed, are we ready to listen and learn from each other and seek 

the benefit of partnership both at home and abroad. 

 

 

 

Glastonbury Festival 

For the second year running, I am working at the Glastonbury Festival at the 

end of June as part of the Sanctuary Team. 

 

We are a group of volunteers from churches around Somerset who give our 

time throughout the festival to offer a space for any festival goer to come and 

relax; talk; recover (!) or just find a central point to meet. Although we are a 

Christian group of volunteers, our purpose is to " be there" and support any of 

the 200,000 festival goers in whatever way they need. The team is available 

24/7 so sleep is at a premium, but when not working we, too, can enjoy all that 

this varied arts festival has on offer. 

 

Last year was a great experience for me in so many ways and so, during that last 

week of June, when you see and hear all about the festival, please do 

remember the many, many people who give their time and energy on a 

voluntary basis to make this wonderful  event happen. 

Steve Allinson 
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District and Circuit Events 
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Taunton Pop-In 

Active Living for over 50s 

Alternate Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm at Temple Methodist 
Church, Upper High Street. Alternate Thursdays 1.00pm-3.30pm at the United 
Reformed Church in Paul Street. For the full programme please contact Diana 
Oldham Tel: 01823 282762, dianamoldham@gmail.com   

Information on social services and health issues at both venues; also books to 
borrow.  

Mondays during term time, 10.30-11.45am: Tai Chi: £4 at Temple. Contact 
Malcolm Droy 07817 395510 or just turn up. 

Thursday 8th June:  Light Lunch from 1.00pm: £2.50.  2.00pm: Flexercise 
with Pat Pike  

Wednesday 14th June:  Outing to Lyme Regis. Prior booking required. The 
coach leaves The Crescent Car Park at 9.30am and leaves Lyme at 3pm: £5  

Thursday 22nd June:  Light lunch from 1.00pm: £2.50.  2.00pm:  Board games 
- Bananagrams, Boggle,Worldly Wise… 

Wednesday 28th June:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Making a posy or a 
small floral table decoration to take home with Marie Comrie: no charge.  

 

Pop-In is funded by Somerset County Council, supported by YouCanDo and 
run entirely by volunteers. 
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Local Events 

Lunch Time Music at St John the Evangelist Church, Park Street 

The next concert is on Friday 9th June 12.45pm – 1.30pm.  Guitar Recital by 
James Rippingdale entitled ‘memories of the Alhambra’.  It includes his own 
compositions, work by J S Bach and a musical journey through the Heart of 
Spain.  Free entry - fruit juice available.  Retiring collection for the Chalice Well 
Trust, Glastonbury and St Johns Church. 
 
There was an excellent concert in May featuring a showcase of musical talent 
by music students from Richard Huish College.   

Taunton Deane Male Voice Choir 

Saturday 17th June at 7.30pm. ‘Summer Song’, our Annual Concert, at Tacchi 
Morris Arts Centre and featuring as soloist the accomplished Welsh Baritone, 
Arwel Huw Morgan.  The cost is £10 and tickets are available from the Box 
Office Tel: 01823 414141 or from TDMVC Tel: 01823 284410.  
 
 

Charity News 

C. R. Y. May Newsletter 

This features three projects in Africa supporting children with Educational and 

Residential Care. 

1. Sozo Edu Centre – Cape Town, South Africa.  This provides after school 

tutoring where mentors help children.  Last year 93% overall pass rate for 

students.  Centre re-opened in February with 29 new learners bringing total 

to 93.  Also, Sozo Youth Café are training 70 youngsters aged 16-25. 

2. Children’s Centre and School Home, Toga.  Mainly Health Care, vaccinations 

against Meningitis, eye examinations and provision of glasses.  Help 

children learn trade e.g. learning to sew.  

3. Hope for Orphans in Ethiopia supporting child refugees from Somalia by 

giving them home education, love and care. 

All these and other projects run by C.R.Y. need our help and prayers.  See 

www.cry.org.uk for more information. 
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Action for Children 

The focus in the May Newsletter was Mental Health.  There was strong support 

for the campaign ‘Heads together’ led by Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and 

Prince Harry.  The aim is to achieve more positive change and awareness of 

Mental Health.  Mental Health Awareness Week was 8th – 14th May. 

There is a story featured about a young man named Chad who has suffered 

mental health problems from the age of 10.  There is also information about 

post-natal depression and an interview with a sufferer named Camilla. 

Also highlighted were those supporters who ran the London Marathon – 

‘Heroes of the Year’.  There was also preview of ‘The Big Match’ – a charity 

football match on 20th May and which included celebrities, fund raisers and ex-

footballers.  This supported the Brain Tumour Charity and Action for Children. 

 

 

Response to the Manchester Bombing 

The Revd Dr Roger Walton, President of the Methodist Conference and Vice-
President, Rachel Lampard, have responded to last night's attack in 
Manchester. Andrew Lunn, Chair of Manchester and Stockport District, and 
Peter Martin, Chair of Bolton and Rochdale District, have written a prayer. 
Youth President, Tim Annan, has also released a statement. 
 
From the Revd Dr Roger Walton, President of the Methodist Conference, and 
Rachel Lampard, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference: 
        
We are appalled by the horrific bombing at the Manchester Arena. We pray for 
the families of those who have been killed or who are injured, and for those, 
many of whom will be young, who have been scarred and scared by what they 
have witnessed.  
        
We give thanks for the emergency services and for the many ordinary people 
who demonstrated compassion in responding to those caught up in the tragedy. 
We ask the Methodist people to hold the people of Manchester and beyond in 
their prayers as we remember the words of Psalm 34, "Turn from evil and do 
good; seek peace and pursue it." 
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From Andrew Lunn, Chair of Manchester and Stockport District, and Paul 
Martin, Chair of Bolton and Rochdale District of the Methodist Church 
 
God of compassion and mercy, 
amidst the pain and trauma of this day we turn to you, 
for through Christ crucified we know that you have taken to heart the suffering 
of our people. 
        
In fear and anxiety, strengthen us. 
In despair and pain, comfort us. 
In incomprehension and anger, reassure us that your love and life are stronger 
than the hatred and violence which overshadows our city today. 
 
Console those who carry a burden of loss, injury, or trauma and empower all 
who support them. 
Strengthen all who seek to stand together in peace and unity. 
        
We pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.  
 

 

 



 

The deadline for the JULY edition 
of Circuit Link is 

 
SUNDAY 18th JUNE 2017 

 
NOTE:  All items should be sent to Hazel Jordan at 12 Semington 
Close, Taunton, TA1 2TF; email:  hazelj@templetaunton.uk or 
phone 01823 327998 

 
 
 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Superintendent Minister:  Rev Stephen Mares 

43 Manor Road, Taunton TA1 5BG 

Office:  01823 275765 
Email: srmares@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Rev Christopher Brown 
(Circuit Presbyter and D of E award Chaplain) 
5 Quantock Way, Quantock Road, Bridgwater TA6 7JZ  

Home Tel: 01278 426616   
Email: chris@revbrown.eu   
 
Rev Deborah Kirk 
36 Craig Lea, Taunton TA2 7SY  

Home Tel: 01823 334854 
Email: deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com  
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