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The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, therefore ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.   

Luke 10:2 

 
On 28th September this year, I flew out to New Delhi as an invited 
representative from the United Kingdom to the Church of North India Synod, 
which is held every 3 years, and which has representatives from each of the 27 
Dioceses of CNI, as well as from each of the partner churches and organisations 
from around the world.   
 
The reason for my invitation as one of the 30+ overseas partners, was because 
Methodist Women in Britain have had a 5 year partnership with CNI, helping to 
raise awareness in this country of the plight of the Dalit and Tribal people, and 
also supporting - through prayer and financial giving - some of the work with 
these marginalised people, particularly in the field of education for Dalit girls. 
 
Anne Browse, Vice President of MWiB, and I represented MWiB, and, in the 
event, because of the unavailability of Steve Pearce, we represented the British 
Methodist Church as well, alongside two representatives of All We Can, and the 
Reverend Inderjit Bhogal, who attended as a 'friend of CNI'.   
 
Although you will not be able to pick me out, the photograph shows all the 
delegates and representatives present on the first day of the Synod.   
There was a Partners' Meeting on the first day, followed by 2 days of Synod, 

after which the overseas partners departed, leaving the Synod to continue for a 
further 2 days.  A brief whirlwind of a visit, filled with vibrant colour and warm 
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hospitality, reports and information, worship and prayer, conversation and 
experiences, informed and based on the theme of the Synod, Luke 10:2.  I 
returned with much to reflect upon, as well as a deep gratitude that such a rich 
experience could be mine. 
 
We are told that we should no longer be thinking about 'World Mission' and 
'Mission in Britain' as two separate strands, but to see God's Mission as 'One', 
'Acting Locally, Thinking Globally'.  (This is one of the reasons why our own 
Circuit Missions Committee is 're-launching' as The Church in the World.)   
 
I confess that, whilst understanding the theology and the reasons behind the 
shift, I have struggled a little to see how we interpret and engage fully with One 
Mission in our churches.  It seems to me that we are very good at the 'Acting 
Locally' bit, but that the 'Thinking Globally' aspect can easily be crowded out if 
we are not careful.   
 
However, my experience at the CNI Synod is a good illustration of One Mission.  
It was because of the work of MWiB, both locally and nationally, that I was 
offered this global experience.  And it was surprising - or maybe not really 
surprising - how much of the work of the Church of North India, and how many 
of the issues with which CNI is concerned, reflect our own work and our own 
concerns in the British Methodist Church:  how to support the poorest and most 
marginalised in our communities, how to engage with young people, how to tell 
the Gospel story from a minority position, how to encourage deeper 
discipleship and commitment to prayer, Bible study and church membership.  
The Church of North India even talks about 'One Mission', although they have 
gone one further and call it 'glo-cal' mission! 
 
Our developing District partnership with the Diocese of Cuttack, and our own 
Circuit partnership with the Health Clinic in Dengaambo are opportunities for us 
to 'think globally' , in addition, of course, to those other links which you have as 
individuals or through your churches.    
 
Our CPD SO1000 states: 'The Church is committed actively and intentionally to 
work towards a world transformed by the love of God, sharing the love of God 
and celebrating its place within a worldwide family.'    
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I look forward to exploring One Mission with you as we continue to work with 
God for a transformed world.  
Deborah 
 
 

  Circuit United Services in November 

5th Nov 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares at Temple 

12th Nov 5.00 pm Cake and Conversation, Rev. Deborah Kirk at 
Rowbarton 

19th Nov 6:30 pm Rev. Deborah Kirk, Holy Communion at The Levels 

26th Nov 6:30 pm Rev Chris Brown at Bridgwater 

   

 

News from Around the Circuit 

Temple News 

Pastoral Update 

The names of Kath Bentham, Audrey Bruford and Ray Court have been added 
to our prayer list. Kath has a trapped nerve which is causing a great deal of pain. 
Audrey fell in Goodland gardens, attempted to walk home with a broken hip 
and fell again. She is in Musgrove Park hospital at the moment. And Ray is 
recovering from an operation on his ankle but complications have arisen that 
makes life very uncomfortable for him. The ankle seems to be doing fine!  
 
On a more cheerful note, Jean Gee is out of plaster on her wrist and Les and 
Jean Sparks enjoyed a day out for their 65th wedding anniversary. 
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Maureen Churchill 

I’m sure friends would like to know that £825 was given in lieu of flowers in 
memory of Maureen.  This will be divided between Arthitis Reasearch UK and 
Marie Curie Cancer Care.  A very fitting tribute to a lovely Christian lady. 
 

Letter from Open Door 

“Thank you all so much for your recent donation of produce from your Harvest 
collection.  Harvest is an important time of year for us, as it is the time when we 
are able to stock our shelves and cupboards for the year, thanks to the amazing 
generosity of local schools and churches such as yours.  We are encouraged that 
several of our regular clients are finding and staying in accommodation, and 
that we have been able to keep in touch with then, supplying them with 
household items and giving them any other support that they need.  At our 
centre in Mount Street, we continue to be extremely busy, providing cooked 
breakfasts and lunches for around 20-30 people a day. 
Thank you again for thinking of us” 
Mark Woodcock, Open Door Manager 
 

Events at Temple in November 

Mid-Week Service on Wednesdays at Temple.   

The chapel is open at 10:00 am.  There is a short service at 12:15 pm.  This is 
followed by refreshments. 

Café Worship 

The next Café Worship is on Sunday 5th November. Café Worship on the first 
Sunday afternoon each month at 5.00 pm.  All welcome to enjoy a relaxed style 
of worship with afternoon tea.   

Early Morning Communion 

On the third Sunday each month in the Chapel starting at 9 am.  This month on 
Sunday 19th November. 

Iona Abbey-Style Family Breakfast  

A simple but wholesome breakfast shared together immediately after the early 
morning Communion on Sunday 19th November. You are most welcome to join 
us but approximate numbers would be appreciated so please phone Joanna on 
01823 275765. Many thanks. 
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Coffee Stop Plus 

Lunch – a main course, a pudding and a chat with friends any Wednesday when 
there is no pop-in or church lunch.  In the Temple café from 10.30am until 
1.30pm.  All welcome, no booking required.  

Age UK Indoor Kurling 

Thursday 2nd November and every following Thursday from 10:30 – 11:45 am in 
the church hall. 

Come and Sing 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 7th November, 8:00 pm in the church.  Open to 
all people who enjoy singing.   

Vivary Group  

Vivary group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.  Everyone is 
invited to join us in room 12 from 7.30 pm. 
Thursday 2nd November:  Ms Janice King – “My recent cycle ride”. 
Thursday 16th November:  Rev Tony Cox – “Talking on the radio” 

Salt Plus November Event: 

Dick Atkinson is organising a Tasting of New World Wines to be held on Friday 
17th November, 7.30 pm at the home of Ron and Anne Jordan (57 Larkspur 
Close Taunton).  Please contact Diana no later than 12th November if you would 
like to come. 
 

News from North Curry and Curland 

North Curry friends were saddened to hear of the untimely death of Phil 
Jeremy, the husband of Circuit Steward Jane Allin. He and Jane have always 
supported the chapel and our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this 
time. 
 
The Advent Taizé service will be on Friday 1st December at 7pm and it is hoped 
this will be well attended by the village and circuit. This service is always a 
welcome time of contemplation, music and readings before the Christmas rush. 
The atmosphere in the chapel is one of peace and quiet and is always much 
appreciated by those who are present. 
 
The carol service is on Sunday 17th December at 3pm. This is always a joyful 
occasion with the familiar carols and bible passages. It is anticipated the 
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Neroche Handbell ringers will also be in attendance as in other years. Mince 
pies and tea will be served at the conclusion. 
 

Future Dates 

The Advent Taizé service is on Friday 1st December at 7pm.  
The Carol service is on Sunday 17th December at 3pm. Andrew Goodwin has 
agreed to play the organ on both these occasions. 
 
 

News from Lisieux Way 

Pastoral News 

Please remember in your prayers 

Katie Lewis, second daughter of Francis and Pat Lewis 

Mary Clarke 

Norma Gray 

Joan Rowland 

Gina King in Linden House Nursing Home, Wellington 

Margaret Butler in Sherford Manor Care Home, Taunton 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to those who made cash donations in the collection at our Harvest 
Festival service.  A total of £75 was raised and this will go towards the Dalit 
school appeal.  We are also grateful to those who make regular donations in the 
offering envelopes towards this project. 
 

C.R.Y. Appeal 

At our service on 22nd October Rev. Ray Avent gave thanks to all who had 
donated used stamps of which a number were brought on the morning.  He 
explained that these will go to a volunteer at Southampton.  These are sorted to 
separate ordinary stamps from those which may carry more value.   
 
The ordinary stamps are bundled together in packs of 250 and sent to various 
schools mainly in Europe and enhance pupil’s stamp collections. There is a get 
together of stamp enthusiasts who will look at the more valuable stamps and 
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haggle over prices before purchasing!  So far this year over £12,000 has been 
raised for C.R.Y. in this way and over the years it is in the region of £300,000. 
Ray went on to explain that this year is the 25th anniversary of the setting up of 
C.R.Y.  It started when a truckload of aid was gathered together by a group in 
Southampton and shipped to Romania in response of an appeal to help 
orphaned children whose plight had been made known following the collapse of 
the harsh Communist regime. The group then decided to set up the C.R.Y. 
charity. 
 
C.R.Y. now operates in 25 countries with various projects and has a network of 
charity shops in Britain.  The nearest one is in Bridge Street Taunton.  Ray 
brought copies of a celebratory booklet to the church for people to read. 
 

‘Budding Marvellous’ – Church Garden Project 

A progress meeting was held on Thursday 12th October.  As well as regular 
working parties, volunteer groups from Viridor, Capita and the ‘New Citizens 
Team’ have all held work days. 
 
The emphasis now is to complete the hard landscaping works, the formation of 
raised beds, water collection and compost bins so that further planting may be 
undertaken well before the end of November.  Also the need to lay new 
geotextile materials and gravel in areas where weeds have to be suppressed. 
 
On the Monday following the meeting there was a delivery of edging blocks, 
sand and other items for the paths and circular area. A local contractor is 
undertaking the necessary works and these items were in progress on that day. 
 
Working parties continue on Thursdays between 10.00am and 3.00pm with a 
break for lunch.  Additional volunteers are most welcome.  There may also be 
opportunities on other days when the need arises. 
 

Taunton Food Bank – Toiletries Appeal 

Elaine Banks is again running an appeal for toiletries and cosmetic items.  This 
appeal will run from now until the end of January so that there is an 
opportunity of including unwanted or surplus items from Christmas.  A number 
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of large boxes full of items were taken to the food bank last year.  Donations 
from other churches in the circuit will be most welcome.  
 

Open Door 

The Manager of Open Door, Mark Woodcock, has written to thank the church 
for our recent donation of produce from the Harvest Festival. 
‘Harvest is the most important time of the year for us, as it is the time when we 
are able to stock our shelves and cupboards for the year, thanks to the amazing 
generosity of local schools and churches such as yours. 
We are encouraged that several of our regular clients are finding and staying in 
accommodation, and that we have been able to keep in touch with them, 
supplying them with household items and giving any other support that they 
need. 
 
At our centre in Mount Street, we continue to be extremely busy, providing 
cooked breakfasts and 2 course lunches for around 20 to 30 people a day.  We 
are very lucky that we receive fresh foods, from local supermarkets, but the 
contributions we receive at Harvest, from groups such as yourselves are 
invaluable in providing us with a well-stocked larder! 
Thank you again for thinking of us.  With best wishes, Mark Woodcock.’ 
 

Dates for Your Diary 

Thursday 9th November 7.30pm – Stewards meeting at 35 Broughton Close. 

Saturday 18th November - 8.00am – 8.00pm – Bible Reading Marathon.  Anyone 
who is interested in this event is welcome to join in or attend in support – 
refreshments will be available.  Please see separate information. 

Monday 20th November 7.30pm - Fellowship Group - all welcome. 

Saturday 25th November 10.00 am - 2.00 pm – MWiB Advent craft day 

Monday 27th November 7.30pm – Come and Sing.  All are welcome to this time 
of fellowship and praise. 
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News from Rowbarton 

Pastoral Report 

Sadly we have to record the deaths of Mary Tyson on 28th September and 
Madeline Budd on 7th October, bringing our membership to 75.   
 
Mary moved to Taunton from Crediton in October 2013 and became a regular 
member at Rowbarton until her failing mobility made it more difficult, and she 
eventually moved into Calway House.  We hold her daughters, Christine and 
Sarah and their families in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Madeline became a very active member at Rowbarton following the closure of 
the Albermarle Church many years ago. She was a loyal member of Rowbarton 
and the Sisterhood until her health caused her to move to Hamilton Park 
Nursing Home. We hold her daughter Juliet and son Geoffrey in our thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
To all those unwell at present, in Care Homes or hospital we wish you well and 
whilst we try to keep up with everyone there are times when we are unaware 
of a situation.  Please tell Rev Deborah or myself if you know of a concern which 
we should, as pastoral visitors be aware of; we would rather be told more than 
once, than not at all. 
Pat Gale   
 

Flowers   

We all appreciate the flowers donated to our Sunday Worship each week, but 
as a team sharing the load of ensuring the flowers are in the church, we really 
do need more help.  PLEASE if you could help for one month a year we should 
be so grateful.  We are not asking for flower arrangers – but if you are, then 
that's a bonus.    
 
For more details please have a word with Pat Gale – 01823/288113.  Or come 
along to our once a year meeting in November, date to be finalised.  Keep an 
eye on the Church Notices. 
Many thanks, 
Pat Gale 
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Deaf Church 

We were pleased to host our 
friends from the Deaf Mission 
once more for their monthly 
service, and as always, there were 
several people from the regular 
congregation to enjoy 
worshipping with them.  Holy 
Communion was shared, and 
Derek, a lay reader in his church, 
helped to serve.   
After the service, a bring and share tea was enjoyed by all. 
 

Monday Club 

Our series 'Getting to know Jesus' has continued with the story of the Wedding 
at Cana.  The children posed for 
wedding photographs, having 
played a game during which they 
were allocated the role of bride, 
groom, bridesmaid or best man.  
The children entered into the 
spirit of the theme, and as well as 
themed crafts, celebrated with 
singing and dancing to the tune 
'Jubilate'. 
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We have also learned about the healing miracle of 'The Man on the Mat' and 
the story of 'The Two Houses' which involved texture rubbings on the outside 
brick wall and a piece of wood to recreate the story in picture form.  Lego 
houses also featured in the final display! 
 

Guild 

Don't forget the Rowbarton Guild Craft Fayre on Saturday 4th 
November, from 10am to 12 noon in the main hall.  There will 
be coffee and the sale of cakes and a variety of crafts.  The 
proceeds will be in aid of the Nigeria Health Care Project and Guild funds.  
Please come along and bring your family and friends. 
 

Advent Course 2017 

There will be an Advent Course in Rowbarton Church on four Thursday evenings 
during November and December:  23rd and 30th November, 7th and 14th 
December.  All welcome! 
 

What is Going on at Rowbarton? 

A lot of knitting and 
sewing! 

 
 

All will be revealed in 
2018 
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Book the date! 
Friday 15th June to Thursday 21st June 

 

What's on During November? 

Wed 1st    9.30 am 
 10.30 am – noon 

6.00 - 7.30pm 
7.30 – 9.00 pm 

 
7.00 pm 

Praying Together  
Bible study in Wesley Room 
Anchor and Junior BB/GA  
Company Section BB/GA   

(& subsequent Wednesdays) 
Church Council at Rowbarton 

Thurs 2nd   7-9 pm British Sign Language in church 

(& subsequent Thursdays) 

Sat 4th  10 am – 12 noon Guild Craft Fayre with stalls and refreshments 

Mon 6th  3.30 – 5 pm Monday Club  
(and subsequent Mondays in term-time) 

Wed 8th   9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

Praying Together in church 
Meet and Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

Thurs 9th  10.00 am Window Dressers' meeting 

Sun 12th   5.00 pm Cake and Conversation in Main Hall 

Tues 14th      7.45 pm Wesley Guild -' Life along the Zambesi' with Elaine 
Dew 

Wed 15th  9.30 am 
10.30 am –noon 

Praying Together 
Bible study in Wesley Room 

Fri 17th  10.00 am 125th Anniversary meeting in Church 

Sun 19th  3.00 pm Contact the Elderly Tea in Main Hall 

Wed 22nd  9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

 
 

Praying Together 
Meet 'n' Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 
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Thurs 23rd  7.45 pm Advent (1) in Church 

Tues 28th   7.45 pm  Wesley Guild -' The Gideons and their work 
locally' with John Salter 

Thurs 30th  7.00 – 8.30 pm Advent (2) in Church 

 
 

News from Bridgwater 

Family News 

Phil Jeremy 

It is with great sadness that we report the sudden death, on Monday 
16th October, of our Senior Steward, Phil Jeremy, from complications resulting 
from his ongoing illness. Our sympathy, thoughts, and prayers are with his 
family, friends, and indeed anyone who knew him, at this sad and difficult time. 
A Thanksgiving Service for Phil will be held at Bridgwater Methodist Church, on 
Saturday 11th November at 2.30pm and will be followed by refreshments in the 
hall. We would like to thank everyone very much for their kind words, cards, 
and flowers received since Phil’s death.  
Alex Jeremy 
 

Future Events 

Carnival 

At Bridgwater Carnival, on Saturday 4th November, we shall again be opening 
our premises to the public and serving refreshments. Last year’s event was very 
successful and we are grateful for all the help we had. We need the same 
amount of help again this year, so please consider helping us with the event and 
bring along family members and friends as well. Please note the date in your 
diaries and come to help. It is good fun and very worthwhile in many ways. 
 
Anyone coming to Bridgwater for the Carnival is invited to join us for 
refreshments, the use of our toilets and the opportunity to wait in a warm 
place. You would all be very welcome. 

Can the bible be authoritative in today's world? 

Marking the 500th anniversary of the Reformation on Monday 6th November, 
7.30pm at Bridgwater Methodist Church.  A short time of worship and prayer 
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followed by a talk (with chance for discussion) on "Can the bible be 
authoritative in today's world?"   
Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone! - is one of the pillars of the Reformation. 

Blake Drama Production 

We shall be obtaining tickets for one of the performances of the Blake Drama 
Club’s autumn production of Cheshire Cats, a comic tribute to all those women 
who take part in the ‘Moonwalk’, raising funds for Breast cancer. There are 
performances at 7.45pm on the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th November. Tickets are 
£9. If you would like to go, please give your name to Jane Allin and indicate 
which performance you would prefer. Tickets for other performances can also 
be acquired. 

Christmas Fayre  

Saturday 18th November 10am-2pm at the Town Hall. 
You are all invited to join us for our annual charity Christmas fayre at the Town 
Hall, Bridgwater Saturday 18th November. Various stalls and attractions. 
Refreshments and light lunches will also be served.  

Christmas Tree Festival 

Our Christmas Tree Festival this year will be held on the 8th, 9th and 10th 
December. The Festival will be launched by a Concert and Supper on Friday 8th 
December at 7pm compered by Rev. Tony Cox. The festival will continue on 
Saturday 9th December from 10am-3pm, when there will be entertainment 
stalls and refreshments. 

Christmas Messy church will take place on Saturday 12th December from 3pm-
5pm. 

We shall be holding our Toy and Nativity Service at 10.30am on Sunday 10th 
December. Please note these dates your diary and if you would like to display a 
tree at the festival, please contact Emmaline Kay on 07939021507 or 
nelayworker@gmail.com. If you can supply entertainment for it, please contact 
Margaret Walters 01278 451909 or wembdon@talktalk.net.  
Please support this special event in the Church’s calendar. 

Christmas Meal   

This will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 13th December. If you would like to join 
us please contact Barb Poole (01278 455350). More information will be 
available soon. 
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News from Middlezoy 

 
 

Sticky Church 

The first 'Sticky Church' took place on Saturday 21st October, beginning with 
bacon baps and drinks, and following on with the theme 'Who am I?'  A group 
of around a dozen children and their accompanying adults enjoyed the various 
crafts based on the theme, songs, interactive prayers, and delicious doughnuts. 
 
Here are a selection of our finished products: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next Sticky Church will be on Saturday 9th December, 10-12noon, this time 
at Middlezoy Chapel, and we shall prepare for the Nativity and Christingle 
Service on Sunday 10th.  Do come! 
 
THANK YOU!  to all who have supported the monthly Lunches at Middlezoy, 
which we hold to raise necessary funds for our Circuit and Church 

commitments.  With your help, we have raised a total of £ 1,038 this year, and 
we really appreciate your support. 
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Services during November are on: 

Sunday 5th November at 10.00am, United Service, at Holy Cross Church 
Sunday 12th November at 10.45am, United Service, at Holy Cross led by Rev. 
Deborah KIrk  
Sunday 19th November at 6.30pm, Circuit Holy Communion, led by Rev. 
Deborah Kirk 
 
 

News from Pawlett 

 

Diary Dates:  

At the Thursday Group’s meeting on 9th November at 2.00pm the speaker will 
be Beverley Harding. 

On Sunday 12th November we are invited to join our friends at the Parish 
Church for their Remembrance Day service which commences at 10.45am. 

Our Autumn/Winter season of joint Bible Study sessions with our friends from 
St John’s Church continues on Wednesday 15th November at 4 Monmouth 
Farm Close at 7.30pm. We shall be studying James, “A letter of warnings and 
exhortations”. 

 On Saturday 25th November from 10.30 until 12 noon our Christmas Fair & 
Coffee Morning takes place in the Village Hall. There will be the usual mix of 
stalls which will be full of bargains for the discerning shopper, as well as a raffle 
and refreshments. 

 

Advance Notices:  

We shall be open for the decoration and installation of Christmas trees as part 
of our Advent preparations on Saturday 2nd December from 9.30am.  There will 
be a ‘Memory Tree’  on the leaves of which can be written the names of loved 
ones. Prayers will be said for all who are named on this tree at our All Age 
Worship service at 10.00am on Christmas morning led by Rev. Robin Hutt.  
 Coffee will be served from 10.00am and you are warmly invited to come and 
see the trees, leave a prayer request if you wish and enjoy some social time 
with friends, 
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Pawlett Churches Together have planned a Celebration of Christmas Concert 
on Friday 8th December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Come and sing your 
favourite songs and carols and hear seasonal items, poems and Christmas 
stories. Wear your Christmas jumper and enjoy a festive supper, raffle and 
some auction items. The proceeds will go to Action for Children. Tickets from 
Chris Harding on 684019 or Jane Wadsworth on 781113.  
 
 
 

Church in the World 

The Circuit Meeting on 18th September 2017 received a 
report from Revd Deborah Kirk which recommended that 
the work of the Circuit Missions Committee and the network 

of people concerned about Justice and Peace Issues should be combined under 
the title Church in the World. The proposals were agreed by the Circuit 
Meeting. 
 
Here is an outline of what was agreed: 
The group will meet twice a year. David Clitheroe will chair the meeting and 
Rev. Deborah Kirk will continue to be involved as necessary. 
 

FIRST MEETING -  THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER, 7.30PM AT TEMPLE. 
ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED ARE VERY WELCOME 

 
The Aims of the meetings will be:  
o To value what is already being done by churches across the Circuit 
o To encourage our overseas partnership with Dengaambo until August 2018 
o To support the Connexional Funds for mission through the Circuit’s Mission 

Sunday 
o To encourage the District Partnership with the Diocese of Cuttack, Church 

of North India 
o To liaise with and receive reports from the Connexional One Mission Forum 
o To share information and materials from JPIT, All We Can, MWiB and other 

resourcing groups 
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o To assist in arranging events which inform and encourage engagement with 
the Church in the World [linked to the Connexional One Mission Forum] 

 
The meeting will report to the Circuit Meeting and aim to provide an illustrated 
report twice a year to all churches. 
 
In this way, we want to maintain and develop the Circuit’s commitment to 
God’s mission in His world 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions please contact:  
David Clitheroe, davidclitheroe@btinternet.com or  
Rev. Deborah Kirk, deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com 
 

 

District and Circuit Events 

 

 

Crafts  Cakes  Coffee 
Saturday 4th November 

10 am – 12 noon 

Rowbarton  

Methodist Church 
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MWiB:  SIDHOLME 

There are still places available for Day Visitors on 15th November, to the annual 

Methodist Women in Britain event near Sidmouth.   See Elaine Banks for details 

01823 282976  daveelainebanks@googlemail.com 

 

 
 

 

 
Can the bible be authoritative in today's world? 

 
Marking the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

Monday 6th November, 7.30pm 
at Bridgwater Methodist Church. 

Short time of worship and prayer followed by a talk 
(with chance for discussion) on 

"Can the bible be authoritative in today's world?" 

Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone! - is one of the pillars of the 
Reformation. 
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Heaven on Earth 

Heaven on Earth is a new musical telling the story of creation through to 
the end of Adam’s life. Written by a team based in a church in Mansfield, 
this show is coming to Westpoint in Exeter in April 2018. It features West 
End stars and Russell Watson as the voice of God. The arena starts in total 
darkness and digital effects bring creation into being, including the 
formation of people. The set includes a stream in the Garden of Eden. It 
promises to be spectacular.  
 
Rowbarton has booked 50 tickets and a coach to see the show on Friday 
27th April. We have some spare tickets so if you would like to join us, please 
contact Elaine Dew on 01823 432175 or e mail edew007@btinternet.com 
We leave from Kilkenny car park (above the railway station) at 6.10pm for 
the 7.30 performance. The combined cost is £37.70 per person. If you 
would like to see clips from the media launch, look at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IwMLSvjWtw or google Heaven on 
Earth musical. 

  



21 

 

  



22 

 

  



23 

 



24 

 

 



25 

Taunton Pop-In 

Active Living for over 50s 

Alternate Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm at Temple Methodist 
Church, Upper High Street. Alternate Thursdays 1.00pm-

3.30pm at the United Reformed Church in Paul Street. For the full programme 
please contact Diana Oldham Tel: 01823 282762, dianamoldham@gmail.com   

Information on social services and health issues at both venues; also books to 
borrow.  

Mondays during term time, 10.30-11.45am: Tai Chi: £4 at Temple. Contact 
Malcolm Droy 07817 395510 or just turn up. 

Wednesday 1st November:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Boccia, Indoor 
Kurling, table tennis and chat.  Light lunch, £2.50 

Thursday 9th November:  Light lunch at 12.45 pm: £2.50.  2.00pm:  Art 
Session with tutor Virginia Chester. Materials provided: £3. 

Wednesday 15th November:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  A talk by 
Robert Dungey, regional coordinator for MAF, an organisation which flies 
care to remote areas of the world.  Light lunch, £2.50. 

Thursday 23rd November:  Light Lunch at 12.45 pm: £2.50.  2.00pm: Meg 
Cardy will talk about "Al-Anon which supports the family and friends of 
alcoholics". 

Wednesday 29th November:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Singing with 
Yvette Staelens who teaches traditional folk songs at Bournemouth 
University. Yvette has been with us several times and the session is always 
great fun.    Christmas Lunch: Price about £5.00 tbc. Prior booking essential 

 

Pop-In is funded by Somerset County Council, supported by YouCanDo and 
run entirely by volunteers. 
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Local Events 

Traidcraft Coffee Morning 

Traidcraft Coffee Morning and stalls at St Johns Church on Saturday 4th 
November from 10 am to 12 noon. 

Lunchtime Concert at St John’s  

‘A Young Musicians Showcase’ – Wellington School Students.  Juice available 
and retiring collection for charity. Friday 10th November, 12.45pm- 1.30pm at St 
John’s Church, Park Street. 

Taunton Rotary Concert 

Featuring Taunton Deane Male Voice Choir and soloists from local schools.  
Saturday 11th November, 7.00 pm at Temple Church.  This is in aid of 
‘Reminiscence Learning’ and ‘Compass Disability Services’ – Admission £12.50.   

Work-Wise Afternoon Concert 

A selection of favourite duets & solos from Mozart to Gershwin on Saturday 
18th November, 3.00 pm at United Reformed Church Paul Street Taunton TA1 
3PF. Tea & cakes in the interval... Enquiries 01823 286555. There will be a 
retiring collection for Work-Wise. 
 
 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Castle School Mentoring Scheme 

The Castle School Mentoring scheme is focused on building a relationship of 
trust and respect and encouraging students to develop self-belief and 
aspirational goals.  The aim of the programme is to raise the academic and life 
aspirations of young people and in the long term to improve their academic 
attainment at GCSE. 
 
When students join in Year 7, they are given the option of having a mentor.  
Staff will encourage students they feel would benefit from having a mentor to 
join the programme, but there is no selection process and the main criteria is 
for the student to be interested in having a mentor.  Parental permission is 
needed for young people to take part. 
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For further information or to apply, please go to the Castle School website:  
www.caslteschool.co.uk and complete the application form under the 
Volunteer section of Vacancies.  Even though this is a voluntary activity, due to 
the nature of the work and safeguarding in school, there is a formal recruitment 
and selection process.  The interests, skills, background and personality of both 
the mentor and student will be considered before any match is made.  Mentors 
will receive an induction and training to enable them to meet the 
responsibilities of the role. 
 
 

Charity News 

Action for Children 

The October Newsletter highlights the following: 

• Challenge for people to make use of the extra hour when the clocks go back 
on 29th October to do something good for Action for Children. 

• Meet Anne-Marie Action for Children Family Support Practitioner 
publicising TV Advert and video regarding children affected by abuse, 
neglect and domestic abuse every day in areas throughout the country.  It 
highlights the need to confront this through the charity. 

• Question asked how much time children should spend on smart screens etc.  
Friendly parenting advisors break this down by age. 

• Mention of Byte Night held on 6th October when over 1,000 people from 
technology and business give up their beds for the night to help change the 
lives of 80,000 young people such as Hayden who experience homelessness 
each year.  The aim of Byte night is also to raise £1.4 million to make it the 
biggest fundraiser. 

Further information available at news@actionforchildren-email.org.uk. Or by 
mail at 3 The Boulevard, Ascot Road, Watford WD18 8AG. 
 

C.R.Y. (Care and Relief for Children) – October Newsletter 

Continuing the Celebrating Life Campaign and the work of the last 25 years.  A 
celebration was held at King’s Community Church, Southampton on 8th October.  
The founder of C.R.Y., Martyn Dunsford, addressed the gathering on the history 
and progress of the work of the charity.  The meeting also heard first hand from 

http://www.caslteschool.co.uk/
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project partners in Cambodia, Laos and Russia with stories of work going on in 
various communities and assisted by C.R.Y. and supporters. 
 
Information also in the newsletter about Bridge Day Centre, Serbia.  Summer 
camps are held for children who do not get any other opportunity for a summer 
holiday.  C.R.Y. also pays for materials, food and, if necessary, clothing and 
shoes for the participating children.  
Further information at www.cry.org.uk.  
 

 

TOILETRIES for the FOOD BANK 
At this time of year, I ask for donations of toiletries, etc 

for the Food Bank. 

Last year I was able to take eight 

big bags of items, ranging from 

children’s toothbrushes to 

luxurious hand cream. 

I will be collecting from now until 

January.   Any donations are 

welcome, whether they are basics 

like shampoo, or sets of unwanted 

Christmas ‘smellies’.  

 

Please donate whatever you can 

Elaine Banks   

01823 282076                     

daveelainebanks@googlemail.com 
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A Chance Encounter  

In October 2014, a friend 

invited Jane and I to the 

private view of an exhibition 

of art by Hans Schwarz. Paul 

Upton had been involved in 

curating the work of the 

artist which is held in 

Watchet near Schwarz’ 

Somerset home in 

Stogursey following Hans 

death in 2003. Schwarz 

loved the North Somerset 

coast and captured much of 

the raw beauty of that 

landscape but he is 

principally known as a 

portrait painter. Although I 

did not realise I would 

encounter Schwarz again I 

still remember seeing and admiring his portrait of three Trade Union Leaders, 

Joe Gormley, Tom Jackson and Sidney Weighell, painted in 1984, when it was 

first hung in the National Portrait Gallery. It is a very fine painting. 

 

But back to Watchet. While we were looking at the exhibition I picked up a card 

that listed portraits that were not on display. The list included, ‘The Lord Soper’. 

I asked Paul if this was Donald Soper. “Yes”, he said, “Would you like to see it.” 

“Of course,” I said. The picture was painted in 1987 when Lord Soper was 84 

and still marching against nuclear weapons and speaking on Tower Hill. 

 

At the time, I knew little about Hans Schwarz and wondered who had 

commissioned the portrait. I now know that as an Austrian refugee on the 

kindertransport in 1938 Hans came to Bournville in Birmingham where he met 

his wife Lena.  In the 1950s the family moved to Hampstead where Hans was 
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among a community of artists many like him European emigres. He and his wife 

bought the cottage in Stogursey in 1964 moving to it as their family home in 

1966.  

 

I still don’t know if the portrait was commissioned or if Hans asked Donald 

Soper to sit for him. What is clear is that he painted several portraits of those in 

the Peace movement including Sydney Carter and Bruce Kent as well as other 

figures involved in the Labour Movement. 

 

Hans deeply valued his Somerset Connexions and at the millennium compiled a 

large portfolio of community figures in and around Stogursey and Watchet. Not 

all his subjects liked his representations of them. Hans powerfully captures 

character but in a style which many found ‘very modern’. One of the 

watercolour portraits is of The Revd. Michael Parsons, our own Mike Parsons at 

that time [1999] stationed in West Somerset. 

 

The upshot of my encounter with Lord Soper is that after explaining our family 

links, Jane’s parents admired and knew Lord Soper, I was able to buy the 

painting. But if you want to see it you don’t have to wangle an invitation to 

supper. A retrospective exhibition, Colours in Exile, is presently at the Museum 

of Somerset and Lord Soper is there alongside Sydney Carter and the three 

Trade Unionists. Mike Parsons has been able to avoid ‘going public’. 

 

It is an important and wonderful exhibition both for the quality of Hans 

Schwarz’ work but also for a unique perspective on the people of Watchet and 

Stogursey at the turn of the Millennium. Do go, it is not to be missed. 

 

The exhibition lasts until Saturday 3rd March 2018. Paul Upton’s books Hans 

Schwarz and Hans Schwarz in Somerset are also available at the Museum shop.  

David Clitheroe 
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A new train on the Great Western Railway is to be 
named after John Wesley, founder of the Methodist 
Church. 

The announcement comes 
following a competition to find 
"the 100 greatest Westerners of 
all time" run by the Bristol Post 
and the Great Western Railway. 
 
David Worthington, manager of 
The New Room, Bristol, put 
forward 'John Wesley' to the 
competition, which was selected 
alongside 49 other names of great people from the West of Britain.  
 
"John Wesley was an itinerant preacher for much of his life, and probably one 
of the most well-travelled men of the 18th century, so we thought that, although 
he pre-dates Brunel by about 100 years, a train was a good thing to have his 
name on."  
 
John Wesley has had trains named after him in the past, including a Class 43/2 
locomotive from 1988-1998.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
The deadline for the DECEMBER / JANUARY edition 

of Circuit Link is 
 

SUNDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2017 
 
NOTE:  All items should be sent to Hazel Jordan at 12 Semington 
Close, Taunton, TA1 2TF; email:  hazelj@templetaunton.uk or 
phone 01823 327998 
 

 
 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Superintendent Minister:  Rev Stephen Mares 

43 Manor Road, Taunton TA1 5BG 

Office:  01823 275765 
Email: srmares@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Rev Christopher Brown 
(Circuit Presbyter and D of E award Chaplain) 
5 Quantock Way, Quantock Road, Bridgwater TA6 7JZ  

Home Tel: 01278 426616   
Email: chris@revbrown.eu   
 
Rev Deborah Kirk 
36 Craig Lea, Taunton TA2 7SY  

Home Tel: 01823 334854 
Email: deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com  
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