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Dear Friends 
 
In personal terms the past few months have been very 
eventful. As a result, I want to share with you some of 
those happenings.   
 
Most of you will have heard that my wife, Tina, broke the top of her arm in 
early June.  She was pulled over by our relatively new dog, Cooper – who will 
set off after any ball he sees – and did so on that fateful occasion. Tina has 
bravely soldiered on – despite struggling with the pain and with very little sleep. 
Recovery will not be quick! 
 
Soon after that I visited my daughters – Alison in Kidlington, near Oxford, and 
Rachel on one of her return visits to Manchester prior to discharge from 
hospital. The first of these visits brought news from Alison that she was in a 
relationship with a young man she met at Greenbelt last year. A short time later 
came the news by phone that she and Lyn had got engaged and were intending 
to be married next year.   (Later in the Summer I had chance to meet up with 
the happy couple in Manchester – which is currently Lyn’s home, while he 
works for the BBC in Salford).  
 
A few days after that first trip, events prompted me to go on a property web-
site to see what might be available in Coulsdon, the area to which we are 
hoping to move on retirement. There was a property which looked very 
promising – and was in almost exactly our chosen location – and even within 
our price range. I visited the following week and we decided to make an offer. 
After the usual negotiation process we made an offer acceptable to the 
vendors. So we are now waiting for all the legal business to be dealt with.  
 
The next major event of the Summer came as a real surprise – when Alison 
shared the news that she had not felt “at home” in her role as a Methodist 
minister – and was seeking not to continue through to Ordination. She was thus 
applying to the President of Conference to discontinue her training. That took 
her (and the rest of us who knew) into a month of waiting before a committee 
could be called to consider her request. During that time the instruction was to 
say nothing – which was difficult. 
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Meanwhile Rachel finally finished her stay in hospital. Her last 9 months had 
been in York at the Retreat; but her total stay (apart from a few weeks) had 
been well over 2½ years. She took the opportunity to return to her flat in 
Manchester – and is now seeking to rebuild her life there. As a parent, I am 
concerned for her – because life outside hospital after so long is going to be a 
challenge; and the mental illnesses she suffers from are always managed rather 
than cured… 
 
The latest event in this sequence has been Alison’s meeting with the 
Connexional Committee in London – who agreed to her withdrawing from 
training and from Ministry. She now seeks new work and a new place to live. 
She has written a piece, for circulation around her Circuit, explaining to them 
her decision. 
Eight years ago I felt powerfully called by God and began to explore the idea of 
full time ordained ministry. The selection process felt rigorous and at every stage 
the church affirmed that this seemed to be my call. Throughout candidating and 
training I have really struggled with how uncomfortable I felt in some parts of 
the role and how starkly it seemed to contrast with my natural inclinations, but I 
believed that God was calling me to it and I sought to be obedient. Since 
beginning probation I have tried so hard to find a way to be able to carry on but 
I have been unhappy, overwhelmed and anxious far too much of the time.         
 
I think what this shows to me is something of the difficulty of discernment. 
Alison believed she was being called to ordained ministry; the Church affirmed 
her call – but in the end she was not able to make herself fit into the role. Did 
she and the church get it wrong? Did both misunderstand the will of God? Is the 
will of God clear-cut? (And to quote from the Covenant service, how do we 
respond to a call which is “contrary to our natural inclinations”?) 
 
I remember a song from my youth – which seemed to solve all such problems. It 
included the lines: 
 “With God things don’t just happen; everything by him is planned.” 
I wasn’t sure about those lines at the time. I’m even less sure now. There are 
complexities in the way God interacts with the world. Or at least great 
complexities in how we are able of understand such interactions. In the end I 
believe we are left to live with questions about just what God intends – 
whether that’s for the world – or for our personal lives. So for now we go on 
exploring and questioning, hoping in the end to discover God’s purposes.  
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Meanwhile personally I hope life gets a bit quieter!  
 
With best wishes 

 Stephen    

 
 

  Circuit United Services in September 

3rd Sept 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares, at Temple  

10th Sept 5.00 pm Cake and Conversation, Rev. Deborah Kirk at 
Rowbarton 

17th Sept 6:30 pm Rev. Deborah Kirk, Holy Communion Harvest 
Festival at The Levels 

24th Sept 6:30 pm Rev Chris Brown at Bridgwater 

1st Oct 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares, at Temple 

   

 

News from Around the Circuit 

Temple News 

Pastoral Update 

Time is getting close for Peter Atkinson to go to Hospital for major surgery 
please keep him in your prayers.  
 
It was with great sadness that we received the news that Maureen Churchill 
had died in July, following so quickly after the death of Les Bentham. We also 
regret that Shirley Tyler, who has been coming to Temple for a number of 
years, has just moved to Honiton to be closer to her family while Margaret 
Spencer now attends another church closer to her home. 
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The wellbeing of everyone else on our prayer list remains much the same so 
please keep them in your prayers. For many it is the battle against age or 
constant pain that is taking its' toll. 
 

Tribute to Maureen Churchill 

Maureen has been a close friend to myself and my family over many years. Our 
parents knew each other, so her Thanksgiving service was a tribute that I will 
not forget in a long time. The crematorium was so full that many were standing; 
A tribute in itself. The service covered all aspects of Maureen’s life. These were 
brought to mind when Deborah asked me to share my memories of Maureen. 
The holidays with Maureen and her parents in Switzerland, Italy and Scotland. 
The many happy times spent together on local outings, sharing meals and an 
occasional glass of wine! 
 
Maureen came to Temple in 2003. She quickly became involved in many 
aspects of Temple life. In 2004 when the Wednesday services began Maureen 
became a regular attender and a steward. Maureen also enjoyed the 9.00am 
communion service and the evening reflection services. 
 
Wednesdays were always special, especially when lunch could be enjoyed after 
the mid-week service, so it was fitting that her last visit to Temple was on just 
such a Wednesday and we will have happy memories of that time together. 
Maureen was a communion steward and for a long time an active member of 
the Vivary group until her health became a problem. However, this did not stop 
her giving encouragement to many with her quick and meaningful notes that so 
readily rolled off her pen, particularly when others were going through difficult 
times. A truly Christian lady. 
 
I have many kind friends both within the church and the local community but 
Maureen was one of those particular friends you saw often and spoke to on the 
phone frequently. I have found the last few weeks since her death quite hard. 
For this reason, I wish to express my very sincere thanks to members of the 
Temple family for their prayers and support which I know will continue. Thank 
you so very much. 
Mary Court 
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Vivary Programme 2017-18 

The Vivary group is open to all.  We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday each 
month at 7.30 pm in in Room 12.  Events in bold are likely to be joint events 
with Men’s Forum. 
 

2018 

21st September Rev Deborah Kirk A partnership with an Indian 
Diocese 

5th October  A games and social evening 

19th October Mr Paul Alway A talk about S.U.R.E 

2nd November Ms Janice King My recent cycle ride 

16th November Rev Tony Cox Talking on the radio 

7th December Miss Hazel Jordan Simple crafts 

14th December  Christmas meal 

2018 

18th January Dr Robert Dunning New stories, old places 

1st February  Talk on Canine partners 

15th February Mr & Mrs D Atkinson A taste of Italy 

  Charity Coffee morning 

1st March Sarah Joseph-Sheerman The work of Action for Children 

15th March Mr Phil Hartley Nature in photographs 

5th April  Photo Quiz 

19th April Mr Nigel Gooding Pole to Pole (north and south) 

3rd May  A.G.M 

 

Events at Temple in July and August 

Mid-Week Service on Wednesdays at Temple.   

The chapel is open at 10:00 am.  There is a short service at 12:15 pm.  This is 
followed by refreshments. 
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Café Worship 

Café Worship on the first Sunday afternoon each month.  This month on Sunday 
3rd September at 5.00 pm.  All welcome to enjoy a relaxed style of worship with 
afternoon tea.   

Early Morning Communion 

On the third Sunday each month in the Chapel starting at 9 am.  This month on 
Sunday 17th September. 

Iona Abbey-Style Family Breakfast  

A simple but wholesome breakfast shared together immediately after the early 
morning Communion on Sunday 17th September. You are most welcome to join 
us but approximate numbers would be appreciated so please phone Joanna on 
01823 275765. Many thanks. 

Coffee Stop Plus 

Lunch – a main course, a pudding and a chat with friends any Wednesday when 
there is no pop-in or church lunch.  In the Temple café from 10.30am until 
1.30pm.  All welcome, no booking required.  

September Walk and Cream Tea.  

A walk up (and down) Cotlake Hill followed by tea hosted by Anne & Ron 
Jordan. We will meet in the car park at the Wyvern club, Mountfield road at 
1.30pm on Saturday 2nd September walk towards Sherford then up and down 
Cotlake Hill. On our return, it is just a short drive to Anne and Ron's house at 57 
Larkspur Close where the Vivary group will be serving tea (cream if desired) as 
part of their money raising effort for S.U.R.E. If the walk is out of the question 
then just come along to the cream tea any time after 2.30pm. 

Come and Sing 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 5th September, 8:00 pm in the Church.  Open to 
all people who enjoy singing.   

Age UK Indoor Kurling 

Thursday 7th September and every following Thursday from 10:30 – 11:45 am in 
the church hall. 

Vivary Group  

Vivary group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.  Everyone is 
invited to join us in room 12 from 7.30 pm. 
Thursday 21st September.  Rev Deborah Kirk, A partnership with an Indian 
Diocese. 
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News from North Curry and Curland 

Folk venturing up the stairs of the chapel will be aware that the Upper Room 
has been redecorated. This was done by members of a team currently 
employed by the Work in the Community scheme.  
 
The team worked under the supervision of their team leader over a period of a 
few weeks, with numbers fluctuating from week to week.  
The result is most pleasing and the members of the Church are grateful to the 
system which enables such work to be carried out. 
 
The first opportunity to appreciate the improvement will be at the Harvest 
supper. 
 
Once again, the members of the North Curry/Curland Methodist Chapel thank 
the Coffee Shop management for their generous donation to their funds. It is 
always very gratefully received. 
  
The report on the Church Council meeting adjourned to 24th August at the 
chapel will appear in the October edition. 
 

Events in September 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday 24th September at 3pm. The preacher to be Rev’d Anthony Huxtable. 
Details of the Harvest Supper on Monday 25th September to follow. 
 
 

News from Lisieux Way 

Pastoral News 

Please remember in your prayers 

Katie Lewis, second daughter of Francis and Pat Lewis 

Mary Clarke 

Norma Gray 

Joan Rowland 

Gina King in Linden House Nursing Home, Wellington 

Margaret Butler in Sherford Manor Care Home, Taunton 
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Dates for Your Diary 

If you would like to join Lisieux Way for our Harvest Lunch at the Master 
Thatcher on Sunday 1st October, please contact Jack Brunsdon on 01823 
333264 

Bible Reading Marathon  

More information to follow - but put this in your diary now!  Come along on 
Saturday 18th November and support us from 8am to 8pm 
 

News from Rowbarton 

Rowbarton Pastoral Report 

What happened to summer? ... or was it really as the taxi driver said 'we had 
summer before spring this year'!  Hopefully we are all feeling the benefits of 
what sun we have had. 
 
Many at Rowbarton will remember Dorothy and Gordon Hayes who moved to 
Minehead some years ago. At the wonderful age of 97, Dorothy passed away on 
the 18th June 2017.  She was involved in many activities within Rowbarton 
Church and had a flare for flower arranging.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Gordon and their two daughters. 
 
Carol Elliotts' husband Pat, passed away in July, after a long battle with cancer. 
Our prayers and thoughts are with Carol and all their family. 
 
We would also like to pay tribute to Tracie Herbert, whose funeral service was 
held in a packed church with friends and relatives coming from all over the 
world to honour this special lady.  Our thoughts and prayers are for her lovely 
family. 
 
Our Congratulations to John Burgess, a regular Attender at Rowbarton as he 
celebrates his 90th birthday on 6th September. 
 
Thoughts and prayers are also those of our church family who are housebound, 
in Care Homes and Hospital at this time. 
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If anyone would like to donate the flowers for worship, we still have one date 
left in November. 
Pat Gale 
 

On Behalf of The British Lung Foundation 

A huge thank you to everyone at Rowbarton for the wonderful sum of £857.30 
raised during the year for the BLF, a charity working for all those with all 
respiratory conditions.  
 
The money will be used for essential work in research. 
A special thanks to friends from the circuit who supported the Cream Tea and 
to Mary Downing for organising the event 
 
Make sure you see the letter of thanks from Victoria Read of the BLF Events 
Team on the Notice Board in the Connect Room. 
 
If you would like any information about the Breathe Easy Support Group in 
Taunton, whether someone with a lung condition or a carer, please contact Pat 
or Geoff on 01823 288113. 
Pat Gale – Breathe Easy Support Group – Taunton (BLF) 
 

Priorswood Street Pastors 

 - including representatives from Rowbarton - have been busy over the summer, 
helping with the popular community days which are held on Lyngford Park each 
Tuesday during August.   
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The picture was taken during a momentary lull at the badge-making table, to 
rest and restock after frantic activity.  100s of badges have been designed and 
made, which has given the opportunity to chat to huge numbers of children and 
their parents. 
 

Heaven on Earth 

This new musical is a classic re-telling of the Biblical story of Adam and Eve, and 
their tragic fall from Paradise.  Heaven on Earth is an exhilarating story of love, 
loss, and redemption, and an exploration of the universal search for the 
meaning of life.  
 
Church representatives were invited to a preview of the musical, and offered 
the opportunity for discounted tickets when the show tours during 2018.  There 
was enough encouragement from the members of the church to purchase 50 
tickets for the show at Westpoint Arena, Exeter on Friday 27th April 2018.   
https://www.heavenonearththemusical.co.uk/about 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IwMLSvjWtw 
 

What's on During September? 

Sun 3rd  10.30 am United Covenant Service at St Peter's church 
with St Andrew's 

Mon 4th  4.30 pm North Taunton Partnership AGM 

Tues 5th  7.30 pm LP meeting in Bridgwater (HC) 

Wed 6th   9.30 am 
 10.30 am – noon 

10.30 am 
6.00 pm 
7.00 pm 

Praying Together  
Bible study recommences in Wesley Room 
District MWiB  at St Thomas' , Exeter 
Anchor and Junior BB/GA  
Company Section BB/GA   

(& subsequent Wednesdays) 

Thurs 7th    7-9 pm British Sign Language session in Rowbarton  
(& subsequent Thursdays) 

Sat 9th   Representative Synod at Hatherleigh 

Mon 11th  3.30 – 5 pm Monday Club recommences (and subsequent 
Mondays in term-time) 
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Tues 12th  7.45 pm Wesley Guild recommences - Affirmation and 
Communion service 

Wed 13th   9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

Praying Together 
Meet 'n' Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

Mon 18th  7.30 pm Circuit Meeting in Bridgwater 

Tues 19th      11.00 am  Service at Wey House 
Wesley Guild - 'Moving (over) Mountains with MAF 

Wed 20th  9.30 am 
10.30 am –noon 

7.00 pm 

Praying Together 
Bible study in Wesley Room 
Church Council in Rowbarton 

Tus 26th  10.00 am  Circuit MWiB Meeting - open to all 

Wed 27th  9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

Praying Together 
Meet 'n' Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

 
 
 

News from Bridgwater 

Family News 

We would like to extend our grateful thanks to our Superintendent Minister, 
Rev. Stephen Mares, who took pastoral responsibility of our Church during our 
minister, Rev.Chris Brown’s sabbatical. We appreciated his involvement in our 
Church during that time.  We would also like to welcome Chris back, as our 
Minister, now his Sabbatical is over. 
 
It is with sadness that we report that in early July our friends, the Vunipolas, - 
Elisi, Mele, Louisa, Manu, Christina, Jemima and Amelia -  who have been such 
a wonderful addition to our Church family, have moved to Marlborough. We 
send them our love and best wishes. They will be greatly missed. 
 
We are delighted that during our Service on the 13th August led by our Minister 
Rev. Christopher Brown, this morning Izabella June Hayward and Callum 
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Joseph Bilton Hayward daughter and son of Hebe and Albert Hayward were 
baptised. We welcome them into the family of our Church. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Alison Jacobson and Paul Crocker, who got 
married on the 8th August. Alison is the daughter of Stuart and Jane Innalls and 
a former member of our Junior Church.   Congratulations and best wishes to 
Joyce and Ken Bird, who celebrate their 60th Wedding Anniversary on the 24th 
August and to Barb and Wally Poole, who celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on the 28th August 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Gill Dickinson who celebrates her 70th 
Birthday on the 29th August and to Muriel Payne who celebrated her 80th 
Birthday on the 11th August. 
 
Congratulations to Michael Brown, who was recently awarded a First Class 
Honours degree in maths from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne and Alex 
Jeremy, who has recently been awarded his masters’ degree in architecture, 
from the University of Cardiff. 
 

Thanks 

Christian Aid 

We are pleased to report that the total amount raised by this Church for 
Christian Aid in Christian Aid Week was £705, being quiz proceeds and 
donations. Many thanks to all who contributed in any way to this total. 

Church Gift Day 

The final total raised at our Gift Day last month from donations, our cream tea 
and the Church lunch is the magnificent sum of £1,661.30. Many thanks to all 
who contributed in any way to the result. 
  

Past Events 

Summer Messy Church 

We are very pleased to report that our Summer Messy Church event, held on 
the morning of Saturday 15th July, was a success and enjoyed by all who 
attended. We welcomed 35 children and adults from 12 different families into 
our Church for breakfast and activities, on the theme of ‘The Good Samaritan’ 
and several of the families have attended our Messy Church before, which is 
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encouraging. During the morning, we enjoyed bacon and sausage sandwiches, 
spent time in the Church, where Emmaline Kay, our New Estates Worker led the 

session, as Chris, our Minister, 
was on sabbatical. She introduced the subject, told the story, we watched a 
modern video showing the parable in action and we sang a song.  The activities 
on offer were making handprints, boats, decorating Good Samaritan biscuits, 
making a Good Samaritan doctor’s bag and LOVE cards to give away.  
  
Many thanks to all those who helped with this venture in any way. Our next 
Messy Church session will be a Harvest one and will be held from 9.30am-11am 
on the morning of the 23rd September. 

Summer Outing 

Last month was the annual Bridgwater Methodist Church Outing. This year we 
left Bridgwater after the morning service and drove down to Tiverton Canal 
locks. We had time for a leisurely picnic lunch beside the canal before we 
boarded our canal boat for a relaxing 2.5 hour trip. 
 
This was the last horse drawn canal barge in the South West and has been 
operated by the same family for many years. We stopped at the halfway point 
of the trip where you could take a short 10 minute walk to view Brunel's 
Aquduct or feed polo mints to the horse or stay on the barge to enjoy an ice 
cream. 
 
On the way back to Tiverton our guide gave an fascinating talk about the history 
of the canal and the horse drawn barges. We also took a few minutes silence to 
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enjoy the peaceful clip clop of only the horse's hooves on the tow path and 
everyone had a very enjoyable afternoon.  
Sue Boseley 
 

 
 

Future Events 

Harvest Festival Celebrations 

Our Harvest Festival Services will be held at 10.30am on Sunday 24th 
September. The morning Service will be one for all ages and will be led by our 
Minister, Rev. Christopher Brown. We shall be having a Harvest Lunch after the 
morning Service, to which everyone is invited. If you would like to attend the 
lunch, please see Kevin Boseley or Phil Jeremy as soon as possible.   
 
We shall sell some of the produce after the Service and proceeds from the 
Harvest will be donated to All We Can (Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund). Non-perishable goods will be donated to the Bridgwater Food Bank. We 
shall be decorating the Church for Harvest after Messy Church on Saturday 23rd 
September. Please bring produce, with which to decorate the Church and join 
us to help decorate. 
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News from Middlezoy 

A big thank you to those who joined the congregation of 35 people, who came 
from Circuit and villages, to celebrate the Chapel Anniversary on Sunday 20th 
August.  2017 is the 11th anniversary of the joining of the congregations of 
Westonzoyland and Middlezoy, although the history of Methodism in 
Middlezoy goes back a lot further.   
 
Records show that John Wesley preached in the parish several times between 
1744 and 1766, and in 1838, eight members were admitted, and during the 
following years, the society averaged six members.  The first Wesleyan 
Methodist chapel, now a dwelling, was built in 1847, and in 1891 there was 
even a resident preacher.  Numbers must have grown, for in 1898 the current 
chapel was built, with seats for 154. 
 
One of the foundation stones bears the name 'H O Stone', Howard Stone, then 
a boy of 6 years of age, who was the father of Mr John Stone, our friend and 
Local Preacher in this Circuit.  Howard's family lived at Washford, but his father 
had made many contacts in the area of The Levels as he had travelled looking 
for work.  Because of these contacts, when the new chapel was proposed, the 
little boy was invited to lay a stone.  Howard was taken by train from Washford 
to Taunton, from Taunton to Bridgwater, and then by pack wagon to Middlezoy, 
where he was left with an elderly couple who milked cows on the moor.  
Howard stayed with them for a week until after the stone was laid, and was 
then collected by his father for the return journey. 
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Just one snapshot from a whole album of stories which could be told. 
The Anniversary service focussed on hospitality and friendship, for which 
Middlezoy Chapel is noted.  An Agape meal formed part of the service, and a 
cream tea was enjoyed afterwards. The evening downpour did little to dampen 
spirits, and as you can see from the photograph, 'a good time was had by all'. 
  
The Salad Lunch in September will be held on Thursday 7th September from 
12noon.  A charge of £5 goes towards Chapel expenses. 
 
Sunday 17th September, 6.30pm will be our Harvest Celebration Communion.  
Do join us if you can! 
 
 

News from Pawlett 

The Thursday Group’s Garden Party and Bring & Buy sale, which took place on 
19th August, was a very pleasant afternoon in lovely surroundings and raised 
£90.00 which will be distributed to local charities.  Thanks go to Mrs Beryl 
Lawton for allowing us to use her lovely garden.   
 
In conjunction with the charity ‘Contact the Elderly, we were very pleased to 
host an afternoon tea party on Sunday 20th August for ladies, and one 
gentleman, who live in the local area and do not have much social contact. Over 
tea we learnt a lot about the hobbies and interests of our guests and one lady 
recounted her recent visit to a Buckingham Palace garden party with great 
pride. We hope this will be the beginning of regular contact with this charity 
and further tea parties in the future. 

 Diary Dates:  

At the Thursday Group’s meeting on Thursday 14th September at 2.00pm the 
speaker will be Rev Chris Brown. There will be a Bring & Buy stall for harvest 
produce. 
 
Our Harvest celebrations begin on Sunday 17th September with a Family Service 
at 11.00am led by Rev Chris Brown. A Bring & Share buffet lunch in the 
schoolroom will follow the service. There will be a produce sale by donation and 
tinned items will be given to the Bridgwater Food Bank.   
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Our Autumn/Winter season of joint Bible Study sessions with our friends from 
St John’s Church commences on Wednesday 20th September at 4 Monmouth 
Farm Close at 7.30pm. We shall be studying the story of Jonah which contains 
lessons for the Jewish people and powerful symbols for the early church. 
 
The Church Council will meet on Wednesday 4th October at 7.30pm in the 
schoolroom. 
 
 

Justice and Peace 

Listen to the young people 

On Friday 18th August 2017, I stood with a small 

group of people in the shade just outside one of 

the barrack blocks in the vast compound that is 

now a memorial to the many people killed by the Nazis in World War II. 

Birkenau is part of the concentration camp complex that was Auschwitz 

Birkenau near the town of Oswiecim not far from Krakow in Southern Poland. 

Hundreds of thousands of Jews were murdered here. Many never stayed, even 

briefly, in the barrack buildings but went straight from the cattle trucks which 

had brought them to the camp to their deaths in the gas chambers.  

 

As we tried to stay out of the burning sun our guide explained that this barrack 

was different. It had housed Polish children and their mothers. The conditions 

were horrible but marginally better than for others in the work camp. These 

children were not Jews. For some reason, together with their mothers they 

warranted imprisonment. They lived longer than almost anyone else in the 

camp but finally, as the Nazis fled from the oncoming Soviet forces in 1945, they 

too perished. 

 

Inside the barrack, crudely carved in the wood and plaster of the hut’s interior 

were names; records of when people died along with patterns and graffiti which 

registered their existence long after their deaths. As we stood listening to our 

guide, having made our way round the cramped interior of the barrack, other 

groups made their way into the hut. A small group of young girls and young 
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women filed in. They were Orthodox Jews touring the site with their Rabbis. 

Their Rabbis came out of the hut but the young women stayed and then we 

heard singing. Young voices singing gently but powerfully in four part acapella 

harmony. They sang, I believe, in Hebrew so I don’t know the burden of their 

song but I didn’t need to. Many long years after the deaths which this hut had 

known fresh young voices whose grandparents had perished in this place 

asserted continuity, survival and hope on behalf of all who had been murdered. 

It took me back to a visit to the Children’s Memorial at Yad Vashem, the 

Holocaust Centre in Jerusalem. There in an underground bunker where the 

names of murdered children are continually read a single candle is set in the 

centre of a circle within which it is possible to walk. Many mirrors reflect the 

light of the candle which is the only source of light. It means that wherever you 

look lines of candles appear to run off into infinity. It is as if the children live, 

they cannot be extinguished. 

 

We can put too heavy a burden on our children to put right what we have let so 

grievously go wrong but we do well to give them room to flourish and learn by 

our mistakes. 

 

At Methodist Conference this year, as in every recent year, ‘3Genrate’, the 

organisation of young people in Methodism produce a Manifesto reflecting 

their views and concerns for the world they see before them. We all need to 

read it and give it space to flourish. You can find it on the Methodist Church 

website: http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/agents-of-

change/manifestos-and-resources 
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MWIB News 

Reflection Day 

Some of our circuit Methodist Women in Britain 
enjoyed meeting up again with ladies from Looe and 
Liskeard in July at Buckfast Abbey, for our annual 

Day of Reflection. Our theme this year was ‘Transition’, and we tackled it with 
gusto under the leadership of Sue and Deborah. 
 

 
 

Summer Lunch 

Our annual Summer Lunch, kindly hosted by Dick and Diana Atkinson, was 
blessed with sunny weather – see the variety of hats in the picture! About 60 
people enjoyed a delicious lunch (provided by members of MWiB) in the 
garden. 

We raised £550.30 for 
AMIGOS, a charity working 
in Uganda which gives 
families the means to live 
off their own land and to set 
up small businesses. 
  
AMIGOS works through 
education, vocational 
training, practical farming 
and emotional support. It is 
the charity currently being 
supported by MWiB in the 

District. 
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Upcoming Dates 

District Committee Meeting at St Thomas’s, Exeter on Wednesday 6th 
September –all are welcome to join us. 

The Circuit Committee meets at Rowbarton Church at 10am on Tuesday 26th 
September – all are welcome. 

The next District Day will be held at Ridgeway Methodist Church, Plympton on 
Thursday 12th October. All are welcome to join us. 

The District Annual Event at Sidholme will be held on 14-16 November, and 
Day Visitors are welcomed on 15th November.  

Advent Crafts Day on Saturday 25th November.  Please put the date in your 
diary, more information next month! 

A reminder - the Gender Issues Day planned for 23rd September has had to be 
moved to 14th April next year. Kindly change your diary date! 

If you would like more information about any of the above, kindly contact 
Deborah or Elaine  

Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854   deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com 
Elaine Banks 01823 282076  daveelainebanks@googlemail.com 

 
 

 

News of Work-Wise 

What is Work-Wise?  

Work-Wise is a job club, supporting those looking for 

work, that was founded by Temple Methodist Church and 

Taunton United Reformed Church and operates from the 

URC. It gives support to those who are seeking the dignity 

and purpose of work and who, for all sorts of reasons, are finding that a 

challenge. The Chair of Trustees is Brian Howe, a member at Temple. 
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Change of time 

From September, Work-Wise is going to be meeting for a whole day on 

Wednesdays (rather than mornings on Tuesdays and Thursdays). This means 

that there will only be one lot of setting up and putting away, but even more 

that there will be opportunities to spend more time with the clients that come 

and to do some different things. We are hoping that this will enable us to 

extend what we offer.  

 

An inspiring story 

Recently someone who had previously been a client for Work-Wise and who 

now has a job came and donated ‘one week’s wages’ to Work-Wise. Everyone 

around on the day was so moved by this story that we thought it worth telling 

others! What a generous gift…  It made me feel that I should do the same and 

donate ‘one week’s stipend’ to Work-Wise. Maybe others might do the same, 

even ‘one week’s pension’ perhaps?  

 

Opportunities to help 

Work-Wise has a wonderful group of volunteers, but we now need some more 

volunteers to help develop the work. If you could spare a few hours, even just 

once a month, please do think about coming along and helping. We need 

people to welcome clients, to make tea and toast, and to help with 

conversation and support of all kinds. Why not come and visit Work-Wise and 

see what’s involved, what a great team there is here and what fun it could be. 

Or bake us a cake and bring it along! 

 

A new manager 

We now have a new manager, Rick Szur, who has been with us for a few 

months now. Already he is making a difference and helping Work-Wise to move 

forward. He says, 

 

‘I have been hugely impressed with the atmosphere created at Work-Wise. 

Clients seem to have a real sense of ownership about the resource. They feel 

confident to ask for help and advice in trying to look for jobs, write cv’s and 

resolve a whole range of issues in an increasingly digital world! We don’t 
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necessarily know all the answers, but between us we can usually help or 

signpost people to the right place. 

 

The welcome clients receive, which includes tea or coffee, and toast or biscuits, 

adds to the positive atmosphere, where people share tips about finding jobs 

and the latest vacancies.  

 

Our aim now is to develop the support we give (with extra sessions on interview 

skills, CV writing, confidence building etc). A number of clients struggle with 

reading and writing, and using a computer. However, these skills are absolutely 

essential in dealing with the DWP and in applying for jobs.  

 

Any help you can offer Work-Wise members will be gratefully received – from 

making the tea to talking with clients or helping them using the computer - 

please contact me and come along to find out what we do.  Many thanks 

Rick Szur 

Work-Wise Manager  

manager@workwise-taunton.org.uk  

01823  325030 

 

I am so proud of what our two churches, with others, are achieving in founding 

and supporting Work-Wise. Please do think about how you could help a bit 

more with this valuable and significant project.  

Susan Durber (Trustee and minister at the URC) 
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Traidcraft responds to 
new ‘Fairly Traded’ 
tea from Sainsbury’s 

At the end of May, retail giant 

Sainsbury’s announced a new pilot scheme to sell their core tea ranges under 

their own ‘Fairly traded’ scheme.  The new standard will not carry the Fairtrade 

Mark. 

 

Traidcraft has real concerns about how this new scheme will operate.  For 

example, the social premium – a key requirement for products carrying the 

Fairtrade mark – in the Sainsbury’s scheme will be managed by a grant-making 

committee in London rather than paid directly to local producer groups.  You 

can read our statement:  www.traidcraft.co.uk/news-and-blog 

 

Traidcraft Exchange – along with the other founder members of the Fairtrade 

Foundation – has raised our concerns with Sainsbury’s and will continue to do 

so.  If you want to express your concern, you can write to Sainsbury’s CEO:  

Mike Coupe, Chief Executive, J Sainsbury’s, 33 Holborn, London EC1N 2HT. 

Taken from July’s Traidcraft Bulletin.  

 

 

 

District and Circuit Events 

If you would like to join Lisieux Way for our Harvest Lunch at the Master 
Thatcher on Sunday 1st October, please contact Jack Brunsdon on 01823 
333264. 
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Taunton Pop-In 

Active Living for over 50s 

Alternate Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm at Temple Methodist Church, Upper 
High Street. Alternate Thursdays 1.00pm-3.30pm at the United Reformed 
Church in Paul Street. For the full programme please contact Diana Oldham Tel: 
01823 282762, dianamoldham@gmail.com   

Information on social services and health issues at both venues; also books to 
borrow.  

Mondays during term time, 10.30-11.45am: Tai Chi: £4 at Temple. Contact 
Malcolm Droy 07817 395510 or just turn up. 

Wednesday 6th September:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Sharon Smith 
will talk and answer questions on Holistic Therapies.  Light lunch, £2.50 

Thursday 14th September:  Light lunch from 1.00pm: £2.50.  2.00pm:  
Singing with Yvette Staelens who teaches traditional folk songs at 
Bournemouth University. Yvette has been with us several times and the 
session is always great fun. 

Wednesday 20th September:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Boccia, New 
Age Kurling (seated) and table tennis.  Light lunch, £2.50. 

Thursday 28th September:  Light Lunch from 1.00pm: £2.50.  2.00pm: Art 
session with tutor Virginia Chester. Materials provided: £3. 

 

Pop-In is funded by Somerset County Council, supported by YouCanDo and 
run entirely by volunteers. 
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Local Events 
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Taunton Team Chaplaincy 

Open morning for anyone interested in the work of Taunton Team Chaplaincy 
on Saturday 9th September. Drop in for a mug of tea or coffee between 10 am – 
Noon to chat informally about the range of opportunities for local Christians to 
serve in the community.   

Street Pastor and Rail Responder Training Course  

New course starts on Wednesday 12th September, 7 pm – 9.30 pm at North 
Street Church, Taunton, Further details from Adrian Prior-Sankey on 07973 252 
346 or adrianjps@aol.com The course continues every Wednesday evening for 
14 weeks.  

Retirement Service 

The Vicar of St James’ Church, the Revd Tim Jones has announced his 

retirement. Tim’s last Sunday service at St James will be on Sunday 8th October, 

and he'd very much like to conclude his ministry in the town with a celebration 

of our unity and diversity with a united service at 7pm on that day at St James'. 

Everyone is welcome.  

 

 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Volunteer Food Distributors 

Taunton Association for the Homeless is looking for more help. This is a great 

opportunity to support the charity and its clients in a really crucial and 

important way, providing food for the 50+ they feed every day. The food 

collections are slowly growing which is fantastic but more help is required with 

collections! There are now 5 new collections per week from Lidl on Roman 

Road, requiring transport to their biggest hostel at Lindley House. If anyone has 

a spare half an hour to help out, they’d love to hear from you! Please just 

contact the office on 01823 271 326   or click on the following link! Food 

Distributors Thank you! 

 

Toddler Group Launch Help 

The community of Halcon is in desperate need of a Toddler group. There are 

mums and dads with young children and babies that have expressed an interest 

in attending a local toddler group. Halcon Baptist at Crossways is happy to host 
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the toddler group on their premises as they have adequate facilities and are in 

the heart of the estate. However, they do not have the person-power to run it. 

Can you help by 

- being on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly rota to help run the weekly 

sessions? 

- being part of the prayer team behind this new venture?  

- donating toys, books or art and crafts to help resource the session? 

- being part of the committee – treasurer or publicist? 

For more information please contact: Shaun Keating 07739 358 918 or  

shaun_keating@sky.com or Anne Bradley 01823 335429 or send a message on 

Facebook to @halconbaptisttaunton 

 

 

 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 
have shared their thoughts and prayers for the people of Spain, 
following the spate of terrorist attacks this week, calling the 
Methodist people to pray for peace in our world. 

 

Jill Baker, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference said: 

"For many of us, Spain represents life, fun and celebration. Today the country is 

in all our prayers as we try to process the terrible scenes of death, suffering and 

fear. 

 

We stand alongside all those involved as Spain keeps three days of national 

mourning and we cry out to God for this world in which we live where, 

tragically, acts of violence take place day by day." 

 

The Revd Loraine N Mellor, President of the Methodist Conference added: 

"It is with a deep sense of sadness that once more we ask the Methodist people 

to pray for what has been described as another terrorist attack in Barcelona 

yesterday and another in Cambrils today. We have seen yet again innocent 

people killed and injured and families torn apart by horrendous acts of violence. 
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Our thoughts and prayers are with all the emergency services, the families of 

those who have lost loved ones and for the healing touch of God for all those 

injured. We pray for the peace makers and all those who are striving for a just 

and settled world free from terrorism." 

  

Prayers: 

Lord our God we pray for those today who sit in silence, traumatised by these 

events, for the hurt and injured, the sorrowful and the sad , bring your healing 

and wholeness to traumatised  lives, injured bodies,  confused minds. 

Restore to your people a sense of peace and wellbeing in the midst of shattered 

lives. 

Be especially close to the medical teams, bereavement councillors, the police 

and local communities as they help to restore the peace. 

Help each one of us to play our part as peacemakers in our world.  

Amen 

 

Jesus Christ, you walked the streets of this world and encountered the fears and 

hopes, the distress and desires. Be present today on the streets of Barcelona, 

and every place, hearing again the cries of hurt and confusion. 

We pray for all who grieve and for all whose lives have been shattered, that 

they may be comforted. 

We pray for all who are working to bring healing, peace and compassion, that 

they may be strengthened. 

We pray for your world, that peace may conquer violence and love may 

conquer hatred.  

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, Prince of peace. 

Amen.   
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Bookmark 

What must it be like to lose someone you love deeply as the result of a terrorist 
atrocity?  Antoine Leiris lost his wife Helene in the shooting at the Bataclan club 
in Paris, leaving him with his 17month old son Melvil.  On the same night he 
posted a long message on Facebook which instantly spread around the world, 
such was its power and eloquence. 
 
This is part of what he wrote: 
On Friday night you stole the life of an exceptional being, the love of my life, the 
mother of my son, but you will not have my hate. I don’t know who you are and I 
don’t want to know. You are dead souls.  If that God for whom you blindly kill 
made us in his image, each bullet in my wife’s body will have been a wound in 
his heart. So, no, I will not give you the satisfaction of hating you.  That is what 
you want, but to respond to your hate with anger would be to yield to the same 
ignorance that made you what you are.  You want me to be scared, to see my 
fellow citizens through suspicious eyes, to sacrifice my freedom for security.  You 
have failed. 
            
The message ends with this paragraph: 
There are only two of us – my son and myself – but we are stronger than all the 
armies of the world.  Anyway, I don’t have any more time to waste on you as I 
must go and see Melvil, who is just waking from his nap.  He is only seventeen 
months old.  He will eat his snack as he does every day, then we will play as we 
do every day, and all his life this little boy will defy you by being happy and free.  
Because you will not have his hate either. 
 
If this has moved you then read his book “You will not have my hate” It is both a 
diary and a continuous reflection on what has happened and how he is feeling.  
It goes from the night of his wife’s murder to the day after her funeral.  It is 
searingly honest.  Parts are not for the faint-hearted or the prudish.  It is a 
beautifully written, and contains the Facebook posting in full. It is short but it 
will be an hour’s reading you will never forget. 
 
The book is called YOU WILL NOT HAVE MY HATE. By Antoine Leiris   Published 
by Harvill Sacker. Hardback £10, Paperback edition due out in October. 
Robin Hutt 
 



31 

Sierra Leone 

A message from Dr Olubunmi Olayisade, Africa Partnership Coordinator for the 

Connexional Team 

 

It was with great shock and sympathy that we watched the destruction of 

homes, properties and lives of the flood victims on the news yesterday. We 

heard the sad news that over 300 deaths were reported and over 2000 people 

were rendered homeless on the first day. It is certain that the death toll will 

rise.  We therefore join our brothers and sisters in Sierra Leone in mourning the 

deaths of community members and friends in Freetown. We pray for prompt 

response in getting humanitarian support to the flood victims to avert further 

deaths and hardship. May Jesus be their rock of refuge and a very present help 

in times of need. May He uphold them in His loving arms and surround them 

with kindness and mercy. May they be assured of His steadfast love and 

presence as they wade through this ordeal as a nation. In Jesus name we pray.  

 

Psalm 71 

I cried out to God with my voice, To God with my voice 

And He gave ear to me. 
2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord 

My hand was stretched out in the night without ceasing 

My soul refused to be comforted. 
3I remembered God, and was troubled; I complained, and my spirit was 

overwhelmed 

We shall continue to uphold you 

8Has His mercy ceased forever? Has His promise failed forevermore? 
9Has God forgotten to be gracious? 

Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Selah 
10And I said, "This is my anguish; but I will remember the years of the right hand 

of the Most High." 
11I will remember the works of the Lord 

Surely I will remember Your wonders of old. 
 
 



 

 
The deadline for the OCTOBER edition 

of Circuit Link is 
 

SUNDAY 1st OCTOBER 2017 
 
NOTE:  All items should be sent to Hazel Jordan at 12 Semington 
Close, Taunton, TA1 2TF; email:  hazelj@templetaunton.uk or 
phone 01823 327998 
 
Please note that the October edition of the Circuit Link will be 
published on 8 October.  
 

 

 

Contact Details: 
 

Superintendent Minister:  Rev Stephen Mares 

43 Manor Road, Taunton TA1 5BG 

Office:  01823 275765 
Email: srmares@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Rev Christopher Brown 
(Circuit Presbyter and D of E award Chaplain) 
5 Quantock Way, Quantock Road, Bridgwater TA6 7JZ  

Home Tel: 01278 426616   
Email: chris@revbrown.eu   
 
Rev Deborah Kirk 
36 Craig Lea, Taunton TA2 7SY  

Home Tel: 01823 334854 
Email: deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com  
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