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Dear Friends 
 
This year the first Sunday in December is the first Sunday in the 
season of Advent. On that day we will being again our journey 
preparing for Christmas;  
and the whole Church will start a new Christian year. The likelihood is that by 
then the rest of the world will be celebrating Christmas – but it is good to have 
this period of penitence, of waiting and preparing, which allows Christmas to be 
a more exciting celebration when it finally arrives.  
 
I am sufficiently long in the tooth to remember the previous Lectionaries used 
by the Methodist Church (and others). They extended the period of run-up to 
Christmas to 9 Sundays. While that diminished the importance of the season of 
Advent, there was much to commend in that pattern. It gave the opportunity 
for a serious look at some of the key Old Testament themes – and to see the 
coming of Jesus in the context of all that had gone before. The Sundays running 
up to Advent covered the Creation, the Fall, Abraham, Moses and the remnant 
– the belief that God never left himself without a witness even in the darkest 
times of Israel’s history. During that period – and on into Advent -the Old 
Testament was described as the “controlling” reading. That meant giving due 
attention to these important themes – and tracing through the history of 
salvation.   
 
Advent itself was the culmination of this period – largely following the themes 
which are still familiar to us. They were the Advent Hope, the Word of God in 
the Old Testament, the Forerunner (John the Baptist) and the Annunciation. I 
think that pattern was a little clearer than our present lectionary is – and it 
allowed the second Sunday in Advent to be kept as Bible Sunday. That also 
fitted in well with the Advent candle lighting.  
 
But it’s time for me to stop being a grumpy old man. I still believe that Advent is 
important – and has themes we do well to explore. So I wish you a time of 
reflection and reconsideration – a proper keeping of Advent – and then a happy 
celebration of Christmas and the arrival of our Saviour, Jesus. That really is a 
cause for true celebration. 
 

With best wishes,   Stephen 
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  Circuit United Services in December 2017 

3rd Dec 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares at Temple 

10th Dec 5.00 pm Village Nativity / Christingle Service at The Levels 

17th Dec  Carol Services 

24th Dec 6:30 pm Rev Deborah Kirk, Holy Communion at Rowbarton 

   

 

  Services over Christmas 

Christmas Eve 10.30 am  Sunday worship 

 6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight at Rowbarton 

 11.30 pm Holy Communion at Temple, Bridgwater 

Christmas Day 10.30 am Christmas Morning Service at Bridgwater, 
Rowbarton, Pawlett, Temple 

   

 

  Circuit United Services in January 2018 

7th Jan 5.00 pm Café Church, Rev. Stephen Mares at Temple 

14th Jan 5.00 pm Cake and Conversation, Rev. Deborah Kirk at 
Rowbarton 

21st Jan 6:30 pm Rev. Chris Brown, Holy Communion at The Levels 

28th Jan 6:30 pm Rev. Chris Brown at Healing Service at Bridgwater 
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News from Around the Circuit 

Temple News 

Pastoral Update 

At the meeting held at Temple on Sunday 5th November it was realised that we 
were facing change. One of the concerns was the pastoral oversight of 
members and others who regularly attend church. Maybe we should have a 
small team with pastoral care as their brief, who meet together regularly to 
consider the needs of our diverse congregation. Any volunteers? 
 

People in our Prayers  

As well as the people on the prayer list on the weekly service sheet, we need to 
remember Audrey Bruford in Bridgwater hospital too poorly to return home, 
where she would want to be. Violet Clarke has just moved to Moorhaven 
nursing home but would prefer to be at home.  Ray Court who has had such a 
bad time following a successful operation on his ankle.  Also Trina Humphries 
and Joan Remfry so unhappy in their homes at present 
 

Events at Temple in December and January 

Mid-Week Service on Wednesdays at Temple.   

The chapel is open at 10:00 am.  There is a short service at 12:15 pm.  This is 
followed by refreshments. 

Café Worship 

The next Café Worship is on Sunday 3rd December. Café Worship on the first 
Sunday afternoon each month at 5.00 pm.  All welcome to enjoy a relaxed style 
of worship with afternoon tea.  The first Café church of 2018 is on 7th January. 

Early Morning Communion 

On the third Sunday each month in the Chapel starting at 9 am.  This month on 
Sunday 17th December followed by Sunday 21st January. 

Iona Abbey-Style Family Breakfast  

A simple but wholesome breakfast shared together immediately after the early 
morning Communion on Sunday 17th December 2017 and Sunday 21st January 
2018. You are most welcome to join us but approximate numbers would be 
appreciated so please phone Joanna on 01823 275765. Many thanks. 
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Christmas Tea Party 

Please join us for a Christmas tea party at Temple, 3.30 pm, on Sunday 17th 
December leading up to the Carol Service at 5 pm.  Tickets are £2.00 available 
from Stewards. 

Carol Service 

The carol service at Temple is at 5.00 pm on Sunday 17th December.  Coffee and 
mince pies will be served in the hall after the carol service. All are welcome.   

Christmas Eve Services 

Morning worship at 10.30 am and Holy Communion service at 11.30 pm. 

Christmas Day 

There will be a Christmas morning service at 10.30 am. 

Coffee Stop Plus 

Lunch – a main course, a pudding and a chat with friends any Wednesday when 
there is no pop-in or church lunch.  In the Temple café from 10.30am until 
1.30pm.  All welcome, no booking required.  

Age UK Indoor Kurling 

Thursday 7th December and every following Thursday from 10:30 – 11:45 am in 
the church hall. 

Come and Sing 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 5th December, 8:00 pm in the Church.  Open to 
all people who enjoy singing.  The first Come and Sing of the New Year is on 
Tuesday 9th January 2018. 

Vivary Group  

Vivary group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.  Everyone is 
invited to join us in room 12 from 7.30 pm. 
Thursday 7th December:  Ms Hazel Jordan – simple Christmas cards and crafts. 
Thursday 14th December:  Christmas meal 
Thursday 18th January 2018:  Dr Robert Dunning – “New stories, old places”. 
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News from North Curry and Curland 

North Curry Remembers: Eleventh Month, Eleventh Day, 
Eleventh Hour 2017 

First it was wet and not so cold but as the time neared ten forty-five a cold wind 
blew in and we felt the coming winter.  There must have been many days like 
this in Flanders Field from 1914 to 1918 and in Normandy during the Second 
World War.  We remember them and their suffering: Charles Adams; Frederick 
Andrews; Alec Ashman, Peter Carr; Charles Edwards; William May: the fallen 
from North Curry during two world wars. 
 
The service at the 
memorial this year was 
conducted by the Rev. 
Martin Moody for the 
Anglicans, Rev. Michael 
Parsons for the Methodists 
and the North Curry Baptist 
minister.  As always, we 
sang the hymns: “O God 
our help in ages past” and 
“O Valiant Hearts, who to 
you glory came.”  The 
minister read from Isiah 
chapter 2 and spoke of 
peace.  “They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation nor will they train 
for war anymore.”  How we pray for this time to come? 
 



6 

Many villagers attended the service.  
We were delighted to see Jean 
Nation there with her son Martin.  
Jean played the organ at this service 
for many years.   
Afterwards we continued our 
worship at the chapel.  The minister, 
Rev. Mike Parsons, leading our 
worship and continuing with the 
theme begun at the war memorial. 
 
As we enter the time of Advent and 
all the excitement and anticipation 
it brings, the friends and members 
of North Curry/Curland Methodist 
Church wish everyone a Happy 

Christmas and a joyous and peaceful 2018. 
 
The Taizé service is on Thursday 1st December; a full account will follow in 
February. Needless to say it is hoped for a “full house” to this hour of reflection, 
readings and music, so much valued in the preamble to Christmas with all the 
usual rush and bustle. (See the poster for further details.) 
 
The Carol service is on Sunday 17th December at 3pm. Again, a report will 
follow in February. It is anticipated the Neroche handbell ringers will be in 
attendance as usual.  
 
The Methodist Church will once again be the venue for a Family Activity 
Afternoon /Christingle event on Saturday 16th December 2.30 - 5pm. All 
youngsters (and grownups) are invited to attend this time of creating 
Christingles and other festive items and have fun doing so. (See the poster for 
further details.) 
 
Future dates: The Quiz this year will be on Saturday 17th February 2018 at 
Lisieux Way. This is always a fun occasion and all are welcome to take part. 
North Curry sets the questions and Lisieux Way organises the food.  (See the 
poster for further details.) 
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News from Lisieux Way 

Pastoral News 

Please remember in your prayers 

Katie Lewis, second daughter of Francis and Pat Lewis 

Mary Clarke 

Norma Gray 

Joan Rowland 

Gina King in Linden House Nursing Home, Wellington 

Margaret Butler in Sherford Manor Care Home, Taunton 

 

 

Bible Reading Marathon 

On Saturday 18th November, we held our Bible Reading Marathon Day from 8 

a.m. to 8 p.m. Our Minister Rev Chris Brown opened the day with a short prayer 

and the first reading from the beginning of Matthew. The Mayor's Consort, Mr 

Adrian Prior-Sankey read the second chapter. He kindly represented the Mayor, 

Mrs Hazel Prior-Sankey who unfortunately had been taken ill. She dropped in 

for a few minutes later in the day just to say hello, which was much 

appreciated. 

We were very pleased to 

have the support of 

several members from 

other churches in the 

Circuit who came to do 

some reading and 

encourage us. It was a 

long day but very 

fulfilling. We were 

sustained by a lovely 

spread of food and lots of 

tea, which was very 

welcome. We managed 

to read all four gospels 

and quite a lot of Acts 
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before the closing prayer. Folk were very generous with donations which will be 

sent to the Dalit School Project. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the day so worthwhile. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the life of the church during the past 
year.  This includes all who hold office and those who organise or help in any 
way with Sunday Worship, church supported charities, weekday meetings and 
special events. 
 

Christmas Beetle Drive 

This event took place on 28th October and was a Beetle Drive with a difference.  
Firstly, those present enjoyed a fish or chicken and chip supper from a local 
supplier.  The participants then had to draw a Christmas tree by throwing a 6 to 
form a base and a 5 for the tree itself before any decorations etc. could be 
added.  Each round was hotly contested and it was a time of fun, fellowship and 
frustration! The evening ended with a raffle and, overall, a total of £114.30 was 
raised for Action for Children.  Thank you to Jack and Audrey Brunsdon who 
organised the event and to all those who helped in any way. 
 

C.R.Y. Appeal 

Rev. Ray Avent has emailed to express his gratitude for being given a copy of 
the Circuit Link magazine when he preached here.  He is particularly pleased 
with the coverage given to the C.R.Y. monthly newsletter.  That is very helpful.  
He also expressed his thanks to a member of the congregation who donated a 
number of stamp albums to the charity following the service on 22nd October.  A 
number of very good stamps were included.  ‘The Lord is Good’ ‘Every Blessing 
to you all’ Ray. 
 

‘Budding Marvellous’ – Church Garden Project 

Much progress has been made during the past month.  The large circular area 
has been laid and edged with block paviours and the pergola erected.  Many 
other jobs have been completed or are in progress.  Working parties take place 
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every Thursday from 10.00am to mid-afternoon and helpers will be most 
welcome.  There are also opportunities available at other times. 
 

Christmas Tree 

A small Christmas tree has been set up on the table in the entrance hall.  People 
are invited to place prayers and greetings on the tree and these will be blessed 
at our Christmas Eve service. 
 

Milk Bottle Tops 

We are now able to accept Green milk bottle tops which are being collected by 
a colleague of Jane Allin at Compass Disability in aid of his cricket club. 
 

Dates for Your Diary 

Monday 27th November – Come and Sing.  We will be singing Advent related 
hymns and choruses and to look at items for singing at the Carol service.  We 
aim to have a shorter session prior to the Carol Service and, subject to 
availability and approval, this may be on Monday 11th December between 
7.45pm and 8.45pm. 

There will be no Fellowship Group Meeting in December. 

Saturday 16th December 10.30am – Decorating church for Christmas. 
Sunday 17thDecember 4.00pm – Carol Service led by Rev. Chris Brown.  A 
special welcome is extended to all. Collection for Action for Children.  
Monday 15th January 2018 7.30pm – Fellowship Group.  We will be 
commencing a study of the book of Revelation. 
Monday 22nd January 7.30pm – Come and Sing. 
Monday 29th January 7.30pm at Lisieux Way – General Church discussion on 
Church Mission Statement. 
Tuesday 8th February 7.30pm – Stewards Meeting. 

Advance Notice 

Saturday 17th February 7.00pm (time tbc.) – We will again be hosting the 
Missions Quiz that is being run by North Curry and Curland Church. 
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News from Rowbarton 

Pastoral Report 

It is good to report that some of our members have recovered from time in 
hospital, however not all, and to you we pray for a positive healing. 
 
We were sorry to say 'goodbye' to Mike Reeves in November and wish him 
happiness in his new home in Beccles, Norfolk, where he will be near his 
daughters. 
To everyone in Care/Nursing Homes we assure you of our continued thoughts 
and prayers, especially at this time of the year. 
 
Our Pastoral Visitors Meeting unfortunately had to be postponed (the secretary 
took a trip to Musgrove instead!)  We shall now be meeting on Thursday 23rd 
November. 
 
Happy Christmas to you all with all good wishes for 2018. 
Pat Gale   
 

Thank You 

The Rowbarton Wesley Guild would like to thank all those who supported their 
Craft Fayre on Saturday 4th November.  Together with generous donations, and 
some craft items sold during the year, the grand total amounted to £ 844. 
 

Monday Club 

As our first week back after half term was the day before Hallowe'en we 
concentrated on explaining to the children the true meaning of ‘The night before 
All Saints day’ when we celebrate religious saints – a special kind of good person 
or hero.  
 

We made use of the Meaningful Treat pack, a new 
resource provided by the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company who provide the Easter Eggs and Advent 
Calendars. We had a great afternoon.  
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In the picture, you can see Deborah telling the 
children the Parable of the Pumpkin during 
which Richard carved a happy Pumpkin. All our 
thoughts and activities led up to the fact that 
Jesus is the Light of the world.  
 

The following week 
we had the story of 
the Farmer and his seed and the children made 
beaks and thorny crowns as props for a 
dramatization they produced. 
 
The next week we had the story of the storm on the 

lake. The younger children had fun with the playdough 
making pictures of the story.  
 

 
Our Year 6s looked up the 
story in the Bible with Ann’s 
help and we had a surprise 
visitor! 
 
 

The final week in November, we shall be learning 
about Jairus' daughter and then our thoughts shall 
turn to getting ready for Jesus' birth. 
 
We shall hold our annual Christmas Activity 
Afternoon and Christingle service on Saturday 2nd 

December and hope that some of the Monday Club 
families will join us for that and other Christmas 

services. 
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Contact the Elderly 

Rowbarton recently hosted a ‘Tea for 
the Elderly’. On Sunday afternoon 
group of ‘seniors’ arrived at 
Rowbarton to enjoy an excellent tea. 
Lots of sandwiches, cakes, mince 
pies, and desserts were eaten! 
Afterwards there was a quiz based on 
places in Somerset, which we tackled 
in twos and threes.  It was a very 
happy afternoon.  
 
 

What's on During December / January? 

Sat 2nd  3-5 pm Christmas Family Activity Afternoon and 
Christingle Service 

Mon 4th   3.30 – 5 pm Monday Club (last of term) 

Tues 5th 5-6 pm Carol singing in Priorswood Christmas market 

Wed 6th   9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

Praying Together in church 
Meet and Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

Thurs 7th  7.00 – 8.30 pm  

Sun 10th  10.30 am Nativity 

Tues 12th  7.45 – 9.00 pm Wesley Guild - Devotional evening with Rev. Dr 
Susan Durber 
(last meeting until 6th March 2018) 

Wed 1st    9.30 am 
 10.30 am – noon 

6.00 - 7.30pm 

Praying Together  
Bible study in Wesley Room 
BB Christmas Party 

Thurs 14th  7 – 8.30 pm Advent (4) in Church 

Mon 18th  5.45 pm Nativity on the (St Andrew's) Green - a 'MINT 
activity 

Wed 20th  9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

Praying Together in church 
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Meet and Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

Thurs 21st  3.00 pm Carol singing at The Manor 

Sun 24th  6.30 pm Rowbarton Carols by Candlelight 

Mon 25th  10.30 am Christmas Day Service 

Sat 30th  3–5pm tbc The Mix – Church Party 

JANUARY 

Wed 3rd     9.30 am 
10.30 am – noon 

 
1.30 pm 

Praying Together in church 
Meet and Sing - Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 
125th Anniversary meeting in the church 

Mon 8th  3.30 – 5 pm Monday Club  
(and subsequent Mondays of the term) 

Wed 10th  9.30 am 
 10.30 am – noon 

6.00 - 7.30pm 

Praying Together  
Bible study in Wesley Room 
BB Anchors and Juniors (and subsequent 
Wednesday evenings in term time) 

Thurs 11th  10.00-12noon Bishop's Lydeard discussion group 

Sun 14th  10.30am Our Anniversary year celebrations begin with 
Morning Worship led by Rev. Graham Thompson, 
Chair of District 

Wed 17th  9.30am 
10.30-12noon 

Praying Together in church  
Meet and Sing.  Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 

Wed 24th  9.30am 
10.30-12noon 

Praying Together in church  
Bible Study in church 

Sat 27th  3-5pm The Mix - social time for all ages 

Wed 31st  9.30am 
10.30-12noon 

Praying Together in church  
Meet and Sing.  Coffee/tea and cake, chat, and 
singing for fun.  All welcome 
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News from Bridgwater 

Family News 

Philip Jeremy 

01/09/1954 – 16/10/2017 
Phil passed away as a result of complications from his ongoing cancer on 
Monday 16th October 2017.  Jane, Eleanor, and I would like to thank everyone 
for their kindness, support, and incredible attendance at what was a beautiful 
thanksgiving service for Phil on Saturday 11th November. Furthermore, as of 
now, over £ 1,000 has been donated to Macmillan Cancer Support in memory of 
Phil. Special thanks go to Rev. Christopher Brown and Rev. Deborah Kirk, for 
leading Phil’s funeral service, presiding over the burial at North Curry Methodist 
Cemetery and the Thanksgiving Service, all of which were very special, to our 
friends at North Curry Methodist Church for their kindness, to our friends at 
Bridgwater Methodist Church for arranging the refreshments after the 
Thanksgiving Service, to Muriel Payne for playing the organ and to Kate Hewson 
for arranging the flowers.   
 
Here follows an abridged version of Phil’s tribute: 
Phil, a quiet man, would have sighed at the thought of talking to as many 
people as attended the service in his memory and sloped off to find himself a 
comfy chair. He spent a lot of time in comfy chairs, totally content.  
 
A man of tremendous faith – not always well-placed, I might add – he believed 
most in the fact that John Wayne was the most gifted actor cast in any role; that 
Willie Johnstone – West Brom’s prolific right winger of the 1970s -  was the 
most gifted player ever to play football; and God – a lifetime churchgoer and 
35years a member of the Methodist Church in Bridgwater. 
 
He came to Methodism from the CofE for the youth club – after all, they had a 
table tennis table. From Monmouth, in the Wye Valley, he found himself in 
Bridgwater via the University of Exeter – his halcyon days and where he met 
Jane. A language graduate, he chose instead to pursue a career in social work; 
he lacked the killer touch, any scrap of avariciousness that would have led him 
to another career. In Adult Social Care for 30 years, he would always say that 
the elderly always had the best stories; he considered it a true privilege to be in 
a position to help them. 
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Despite loving a good war film, he was an ardent pacifist; a socialist to the core. 
Additionally, being thoroughly uncomfortable with anything decadent, he, in 
many respects, lead the simplistic life of a pauper; the sort of peasant that Van 
Gogh would have found enthralling. He loved West Brom, a football team, 
mediocre at best; he loved the kitsch in life, appreciating a wide variety of 
dreadful television and film; he loved Morris Minors; he loved music, the house 
is littered with records and CDs; he loved ducks, orange chocolate and vanilla 
ice-cream; and he loved his family. 
 
Raised in the 1960s, at a time when opportunities abounded, he didn’t take any 
of this opportunity for granted. He valued education; a formidable quiz 
opponent, he valued learning for the sake of it. He valued applying skill, 
knowledge, and fastidiousness to everything no matter what it was. Granted, 
some tasks he simply wouldn’t do; the Sunday School accounts remain 
uncompleted since 1995, and, despite being a keen gardener, the garden was 
always untidy. Anything he did do, however, was done thoroughly and with 
deep care and assuredness. Quiet most of the time, when he did make 
comment, it was direct, candid, kind, and delivered in a wonderful lyrical voice. 
Everything he ever wrote or said, was perfectly considered and punctuated. His 
artistic side was manifest in his handwriting which was other-worldly. 
 
Erudite, avuncular, esoteric at times; always patient, quiet, calm, polite, and 
immensely proud; a renaissance man and a commensurate gentleman. He’d 
often say ‘plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose’; the more it changes, the 
more it stays the same; the immutability of human nature. Nothing troubled 
him. He was always a reassuring, caring presence. Everything was always going 
to be ok. 
Alex Jeremy 
 

35th Wedding Anniversary 

Congratulations and best wishes to Sue and Brian Parker, who celebrated their 
35th Wedding Anniversary on the 23rd October. 
 

Past Events 

Bridgwater Carnival Saturday 4th November 

On Carnival Night, our premises were the usual hive of activity as we prepared 
for the Carnival crowds and then entertained them as we have done for many 
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years. We served refreshments from soon after 4.30pm, until the last of the 
crowds left the area around the Church, late in the evening. During the evening, 
we served hundreds of hot drinks, burgers, hot dogs, jacket potatoes, soup and 
cakes and met people from as far afield as Birmingham, Wales and Cornwall. 
Our toilets were again an attraction and a lot of people were very grateful for 
them. We were busy almost all evening and many people were glad of 
somewhere warm to rest, eat, drink, use the toilets and recover. Some came in 
several times during the evening. It was a great evening and those there until 
the bitter end had sore feet and legs, but still seemed reasonably happy! We 
would like to thank everyone who helped in any way with this enterprise. A few 
of our usual helpers were away, so we were especially grateful to everyone 
helped on the night and who contributed in other ways with the venture. We 
would especially like to thank Anne, Ron and Hazel Jordan from Temple, who 
came and helped in the kitchen all evening. It was greatly appreciated. Please 
come again. The amount raised on Carnival Night, less expenses, was the 
magnificent sum of £ 1,599.85, clear profit. A special thank you to Sue and Brian 
Parker, who organised the event. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Appeal 

Many thanks to those people who donated filled shoeboxes to the appeal. Forty 
boxes were taken to the collection point last week and will be distributed to 
needy children, in other countries, before Christmas.  

Christmas Fayre  

Another successful Fayre was held in the Town Hall on the 18th November. A 
good number of Church stalls were supplemented by many local charity stalls. 
Although takings were a little down from last year, the Church stalls raised 
nearly £ 800, before expenses and the charities did well too. We all worked very 
hard, but it was a worthwhile and enjoyable time, too. Thanks to all the stall 
holders and helpers and special thanks to Margaret Walters, who organised the 
event. 
 

Future Events 

Christmas Tree Festival 

Our Christmas Tree Festival this year will be held on the 8th, 9th and 10th of 
December. 
Festival Concert: The Festival will be launched by a Concert and Supper on 
Friday 8th December at 7pm at which The Somerset Hills Chorus and the 
Taunton Ukulele Strummers will perform. Rev. Tony Cox will be our Master of 
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Ceremonies for the evening and there will be refreshments served in the 
interval.  
Saturday Opening: The Church will be open on Saturday 9th December from 
10am-3pm and we will have a programme of entertainment throughout the 
day. There will also be opportunities to view the trees and see the display of 
nativity sets in the vestibule. There will be stalls in the hall and we shall be 
serving refreshments and light lunches. Please come and join in the festivities. 
Christmas Messy Church: We shall be holding a Christmas Messy Church from 
3pm-4.30pm on the afternoon of Saturday the 9th December and all children 
with or without their families are very welcome to join us. Our theme will be 
Christmas Hope. 
Toy and Nativity Service:  Sunday 10th December 10.30am led by Rev. 
Christopher Brown. This will be a joint service with our friends from the Baptist 
Church and will include a nativity play performed by the Junior Church. Donated 
toys and other gifts will be given to refugee families in Somerset. 

Other Christmas Services 

Sunday 17th December , 6.30pm Candlelight Carol Service, led by Rev. 
Christopher Brown. 
Sunday 24th December 10.30am Service led by Elaine Dew.  
11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion Service for the Bridgwater side of the 
Circuit, led by Rev. Christopher Brown. 
Christmas Day Monday 25th December 10am Service of Celebration led by Rev. 
Christopher Brown. 

Christmas Meal   

This will be held at the Pimpernel, West Huntspill, on Wednesday 13th 
December at 7pm. If you would like to join us, please contact Barb Poole (01278 
455350).  
 

Covenant Service 

Our Annual Covenant Service will be held at our Church on Sunday 14th January 
2018 at 10.30am and will be a joint Service with our friends from St. John’s 
Church. This will be followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ Lunch and if you would like 
to come to lunch, please give your name to Kevin Boseley. 
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News from Middlezoy 

 
'Sticky Church' in December will be held at the 
Methodist Chapel on Saturday 9th December, 
between 10 and 12noon.  We shall be sharing some 
Christmas activities, and preparing for the Christingle 
and Village Nativity.  
 
This celebration will be on Sunday 10th December 
from 5pm.  All are welcome to come and share in the 
occasion, and refreshments afterwards.  
 
If you are free on Friday 15th December, come and 
sing Carols around the Village, meeting at the chapel at 6pm. 
 
On Tuesday 19th December, 3.30pm, we shall be holding our usual 'Coffee and 
Carols' event.  Come and sing your favourite carol and enjoy some seasonal 
refreshments.   
 
Our joint Covenant Service will be held on Sunday 7th January, 10am in Othery 
Parish Church, led by the Rev Kelvin Williams and the Rev Deborah Kirk.  
 
The Circuit Evening Service is on Sunday 21st January, 6.30pm, with the Rev 
Chris Brown.   
 

 

News from Pawlett 

Rev. Christopher Brown conducted the joint Remembrance Day service on 
Sunday 12th November at the Parish Church. The names of the men from the 
village who fell in both World Wars were read out and, following the haunting 
notes of the Last Post, members of the Royal British Legion and representatives 
of other organizations laid wreaths.   
 
We are pleased to report that a total of 19 shoeboxes have been filled and 
taken to Westfield Church in response to the appeal for underprivileged 
children by the ‘Samaritan’s Purse’. 
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Diary Dates:  

On Saturday 2nd December we shall be open from 9.30am for the installation of 
decorated trees in the Chapel windowsills. One of these is a Memory Tree for 
the names of loved ones who we shall remember in our prayers at the Family 
Service on Christmas Day at 10.00am. Coffee and home-baked mince pies will 
be served from 10.00am. 
 
Pawlett Churches Together have planned a Celebration of Christmas Concert 
on Friday 8th December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Come and sing your 
favourite songs and carols and hear seasonal items, poems and Christmas 
stories. Wear your Christmas jumper and enjoy a festive supper, raffle and 
some auction items. The proceeds will go to Action for Children. Tickets from 
Chris Harding on 684019 or Jane Wadsworth on 781113.  
 
Our Bible Study sessions with our friends from St John’s Church continues on 
Wednesday 13th December at 4 Monmouth Farm Close at 7.30pm. The subject 
is James, Ch 2 “Favouritism, faith & works”. At the meeting on Wednesday 17th 
January we shall be looking at Chapter 3 “Taming the tongue, true & false 
wisdom and combating cravings”.  
 
The Thursday Group’s AGM will be held on 14th December at 2.00pm. It is 
hoped that in January members can enjoy a meal together and the 
arrangements will be made for this at the December meeting. 
 
Our Carol Service will be held on Sunday 17th December at 2.30pm led by Rev. 
C Brown with refreshments to follow in the schoolroom. On Christmas Day a 
Family Service commences at 10.00am led by Rev Robin Hutt. 
  
On Sunday 7th January we will share the Covenant Service with our friends 
from the Parish Church at 11.00am. Coffee will be served in the schoolroom 
afterwards. 
  
On Wednesday 24th January Rev. Chris Brown will give an illustrated talk 
entitled ‘Is there such a thing as Sacred Space?’ exploring the idea that there 
are some places where it is easier to meet with God. This follows his recent 
sabbatical when he visited some of the sacred spaces of the South West. 
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Church in the World 

So…. What is ‘Mission” 

As a teenager growing up in a Methodist Youth Club 
missionaries were men and women who went overseas to 
serve God among people who needed Him. Each year we 

had an Overseas Mission Sunday and a Home Missions Sunday. When a few 
years later I met my future father-in-law he jokingly referred to himself as, “The 
last Victorian Missionary to Africa.” He had sailed for Northern Rhodesia, as it 
then was, in 1945. Thirty years later on his return to the UK he came from a 
newly independent state, Zambia with the clear upstanding that the Church in 
Britain needed a different relationship with the Church in the world. He would, I 
am sure, see the Methodist Church’s decision to establish One Mission as a 
logical, inspired, if complex step on a journey to participating in Gods Mission 
and sharing in the work of God’s Kingdom. He had learnt that mission was 
partnership. He loved and had committed himself to the country in which he 
served. He held a Zambian passport. But he also recognised that ‘missionaries’ 
of his generation however well-intentioned represented a paternalistic and 
sometimes colonial past. The Church had recognised this, developing its 
understanding of ‘Mission Partners’ in which partnership gave opportunity for 
the Church around the world to bring its energy and insights to Britain alongside 
the continuing readiness of the Church in Britain to serve in partnership with 
others across the world. 
 
In a similar way, my understanding of Mission within the UK has changed over 
my lifetime.  Through youth club and university my understanding that the 
social context in which discipleship was played out was as much part of my faith 
as my personal commitment to Jesus. From Methodism’s earliest roots a 
concern for those in need has always been accompanied by a concern for the 
circumstances in which those needs were generated. Wesley’s last letter was in 
support of Wilberforce’s pursuit of legislation to end the slave trade. The 
change I see from the church in which I grew up is how much stronger local 
participation and partnership has become. Many Food Banks are based in 
Churches, many Churches host Toddler Groups, many church communities 
support Street Pastors. 
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So, what is mission? At the centre of Jesus ministry is the proclamation of God’s 
Mission to renew creation through the coming of God’s Kingdom. The gift of the 
Spirit at Pentecost both draws us into and enables us to take part in that 
Mission. Our discipleship draws us into the service of others since sharing in 
God’s love calls us to share that love ourselves. 
The One Mission page of the Methodist Church web site 
[www.methodist.org.uk], which is well worth a visit, puts it this way: 

A world transformed by God's love 
A confident Church motivated to share God's love 
A people celebrating being part of a worldwide family 
 

 

 

Taunton Friendship Club welcomes new 
members! 

 Rowbarton Friendship Association are now able to 
welcome a limited number of new members (no age limit!) 

 
We meet on the first Thursday of each month (except January) at 2:00pm in St. 
Andrews Hall, Kingston Road, TA2 7SB. For 57 years our club has provided 
friendship, companionship and much pleasure to members who come from 
Taunton and the surrounding areas.  
 
Our 2018 programme includes first class speakers, musical and magical 
entertainers, a harvest festival, carol service, Spring tea, Christmas lunch and 
several outings.  
 
Our annual subscription is only £12. Do feel free to come along and give us a try. 
We are confident that you will not be disappointed and you will receive a very 
warm welcome. Further details from David Gill T: 01823 282480 or Pam Millwood 
T: 01823 253025 
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District and Circuit Events 
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On 

Saturday February 17th 2018 7.00pm 
 at 

 Lisieux Way Methodist Church 
 

Questions set by  
North Curry/Curland members  

and hosted by 
 Lisieux Way Methodist Church friends 

 

£4.00 per head 
to include refreshments 

Proceeds to Church Missions  

 

Any queries, please contact 

Roy Crouch Tel: 01823 461679 
  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijh53AnbbXAhWBAMAKHeLbBdYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.quizfactor.com/quiz/general-knowledge/5&psig=AOvVaw31cyGSWGWxCUn8FYWXU6S2&ust=1510479692423107
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi14fjVnbbXAhVHBcAKHehPCmoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.newtonnews.co.uk/quiz-challenge/&psig=AOvVaw31cyGSWGWxCUn8FYWXU6S2&ust=1510479692423107
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Taunton Pop-In 

Active Living for over 50s 

Alternate Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm at Temple Methodist 
Church, Upper High Street. Alternate Thursdays 1.00pm-

3.30pm at the United Reformed Church in Paul Street. For the full programme 
please contact Diana Oldham Tel: 01823 282762, dianamoldham@gmail.com   

Information on social services and health issues at both venues; also books to 
borrow.  

 

Mondays during term time, 10.30-11.45am: Tai Chi: £4 at Temple. Contact 
Malcolm Droy 07817 395510 or just turn up. 

 

Thursday 7th December:  Light Lunch at 12.45 pm: £2.50.  2.00pm: An 
illustrated talk on Oman by Diana Oldham. 

Wednesday 13th December:  Coffee/tea and mince pies from 10.30am. 11 

am:  Making Christmas tree decorations.  Light lunch, £2.50 

Thursday 11th January 2018:  Light lunch at 12.45 pm: £2.50.  2.00pm:  Play 
reading: “He said and she said” by Alice Gersteberg. A one-act comedy; 
enjoy taking part or just listen. 

Wednesday 17th January:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Flexercise 
(gentle seated exercise with music) and neck and shoulder massage with Pat 
Pike.  Light lunch, £2.50. 

Thursday 25th January:  Light Lunch at 12.45 pm: £2.50.  2.00pm: Art session 
with tutor Virginia Chester. Materials provided: £3. 

Wednesday 31st January:  Coffee/tea from 10.30am. 11 am:  Craft session: 
Choice of Chinese flower painting, painting shells, glass bottles or glass 
stones. Table tennis.    Full lunch: £3.50, prior booking essential. 

 

Pop-In is funded by Somerset County Council, supported by YouCanDo and 
run entirely by volunteers. 
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Local Events 

From Darkness to Light 

Sunday 3rd December (Advent Sunday) 7.00pm at St Mary Magdalene Church.  
A service of Music and Readings for Advent beginning with candlelight.  Free 
admission, retiring collection, seasonal refreshments. 

‘Light up a Life’ 

Wednesday 6th December 6.30pm at St John’s Churc.  A service to help people 
honour the memories of departed friends and family who received care from 
the staff of St Margaret’s Hospice. 

Informal Carol Service 

Friday 8th December 12.45pm – 1.30pm at St John’s Church – an informal carol 
service featuring Somerset County Council Choir Canticle. 

Taunton Business Carol Service. 

Monday 11th December 6.15pm St James Church with guest speaker Rob 
Waldron, Chaplain to Somerset County Cricket Club and contributions by 
Canticle, Somerset County Council Staff Choir - crèche available and mulled 
wine and refreshments afterwards. 

Christmas Concert featuring Taunton Deane Male Voice Choir and New 
Horizon Singers  

Thursday 14th December 7.30pm Taunton Baptist Church. 

Quiet Morning 

At St John the Evangelist the Revd Jane will be leading a Quiet Morning entitled 
ADVENT AWAKENINGS on Saturday 16th December from 10.00am to noon in 
the church.     Do come and spend some quiet time during this frenetic pre-
Christmas period.  We look forward to welcoming you. 

Welsh Male Voice Choir Concert 

Saturday 16th December, 6.30 – 9.00 pm at Temple Methodist Church.  A 
Christmas-themed evening of choral singing.  Tickets £12.00, proceeds in aid of 
Stand Against Violence. 

Sing for Somerset Carol Service  

Saturday 16th December 7.00pm (doors open 6.15pm) at Wells Cathedral.  
Admission free and no tickets required.  Retiring collection for the work of 
Somerset Community Foundation who are organising the event. 
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Christmas Carols around the bandstand  

Monday 18th December 7.00pm, in Vivary Park with TDMVC, New Horizon 
Singers and Taunton Concert Band. 

Taunton Deane Male Voice Choir  

Wednesday 3rd January 2018, 7.25pm at Temple Methodist Church Hall.  First 
rehearsal of 2018.  If any man wishes to join the choir or sample what we have 
to offer this will be an opportune time as we will be rehearsing the songs to be 
included in our late winter / spring repertoire. 
 

 
 

Items from Church Supported Charities 

Open Door 

With the onset of winter and colder temperatures, Open Door has made a 
request for bedding, sleeping bags and warm clothes etc. 
 

Taunton Foodbank 

For various reasons there has been a sharp uptake in demand for emergency 
food provision in recent months.  This has meant that reserve supplies are being 
depleted.  An appeal has been made for stocks to be topped up with suitable 
non-perishable food.  One way of doing this is to put extra items in the basket 
when shopping at a participating Supermarket and place these in the container 
provided.  The most needed items are: 

• Instant mash potato 

• Small jars instant coffee 

• Long life fruit juice 

• Long life whole milk 

 

Christian Aid in Taunton 

Advance notification has been received that there will be a book sale at 
Taunton Baptist Church on Saturday 17th February 2018 between 10.00am and 
12.00pm.  The Church Hall (to rear of church via side access) will be open 
between 4.00pm and 8.00pm on Saturday 16th February for receipt of books. 
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Help is required to sort books on the Friday and to pack them in boxes 
immediately after the sale.  If anyone is able to help please contact Caroline 
Venn on email cvenn@hotmail.co.uk. If anyone has books to dispose of and 
have no means of transport please contact Francis Lewis on email 
fnelewis@hotmail.co.uk. Posters should be available in the new year. 
 

Action for Children – November Newsletter 

• The story of Charlie who was made homeless at the age of 16 but was given 
a safe place to live by ‘New Horizons’ a housing support service.  
Homelessness is a reality for over 58,000 young people. 

• Opportunity to sign a petition to campaign to the Government against the 
closure of children’s centres.  Government spending has fallen nearly 50% 
in three years, a rate of one centre closing per week. 

• Action for Children is seeking votes from the staff at First Group to become 
Charity Partner for next year.  Important that those with relatives and 
acquaintances in First Group encourage them to vote for A for C. 

• Support for Young Carers projects and giving these people a break and a 
chance to meet others in similar circumstances.  Scheme in Northern 
Ireland highlighted. 

Information on these and other projects and campaigns are available on 
http://actionforchildren-email.org.uk.  
 

Care and Relief for Children (C.R.Y.) – November Newsletter 

Three projects are highlighted as follows: 

• The Father’s Refuge – Palawan, Philippines serving the Badjao people.  The 
whole settlement was destroyed by fire on 3rd September and 1500 people 
lost everything.  An emergency response raised £5,000 towards provision of 
clothing and food kits.  The people there are living in a makeshift village of 
tents and gazebos and work has started to rebuild the main village.  C.R.Y. 
has provided education support and games for the children.  To donate text 
CRYX12 and show £(Amount) to 70070. 

• Sliven Life Centre – Sliven Bulgaria.  Providing lessons for children who 
don’t attend school.  Encouraging parents to send children to school – 11 
started in September.  Tables and chairs provided by C.R.Y. at reduced cost 
help children in lessons to sit in age groups. 
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• Projecto Cornelius – Callao, Peru.  Centre helping children and teenagers in 
deprived area escape gang culture and crime.  Skills training provided and 
also parenting courses and activities, Art workshops, drama and music.  
Confidence and skills are developed and the Christian Faith is taught. 

We are asked to pray for all these and other projects.  Further information 
available at www.cry.org.uk.   
 

 
 

Item of Local Interest  

Hinkley Point C Community 
Fund Grant Programmes 

We are delighted to share with 
you the launch of the new Hinkley Point C Community Fund Grant Programmes. 
Combined with the existing HPC Community Impact Mitigation Fund there will 
now be £15 million available for communities affected by the Hinkley Point C 
development or its associated projects, or who are keen to make the most of 
the opportunities offered by the project. 
   
More information on the three grant programmes currently available can be 
found at www.hpcfunds.co.uk including links to guidance and application forms. 
It also provides details of three initial launch events which are being held next 
week in Sedgemoor and West Somerset, those areas of Somerset which are 
currently seeing the most changes because of the development. 
   
If you have an idea or project you would like to discuss, please get in touch! Our 
telephone number is 01749 344949. 
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Armed Forces Covenant 

The Methodist Church of Britain 
has signed the Armed Forces 
Covenant pledging its commitment 
to fair treatment and support to 
the whole Armed Forces 
community including regulars, 
reserves, veterans, and their 
families. The signing took place at 
Methodist Church House on 
Tuesday 14 November. 
The Armed Forces Covenant was 
signed by both the President and 
Secretary of the Methodist 
Conference, the Reverend Loraine 

N Mellor and the Reverend Canon Gareth J Powell. 
 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/methodist-
church-pledges-support-to-uk-armed-forces 
 

 
 

  



35 

Papa Panov 

Papa Panov is an elderly cobbler who lives by 
himself in a small Russian village. 
 
His wife has passed away and his children are all 
grown up. Alone onChristmas Eve in his shop, 
Papa Panov decides to open the old family Bible 
and reads the Christmas story about the birth of 
Jesus. 
 
That night, he has a dream in which Jesus comes 
to him. Jesus says that he will visit Papa Panov in 
person tomorrow, but that he will have to pay 
special attention since the disguised Jesus will not reveal his identity. 
 
Papa Panov wakes up the next morning, excited about Christmas Day and 
meeting his potential visitor. He notices that a street sweeper is working early 
in on a cold winter morning. Touched by his hard work and dejected 
appearance, Papa Panov invites him inside for a hot cup of coffee. 
 
Later in the day, a single mother with a worn face too old for her young age 
walks down the street clutching her baby. Again, Papa Panov invites them in to 
warm up and even gives the baby a beautiful brand new pair of shoes that he 
made. 
 
As the day goes by, Papa Panov keeps his eyes peeled for his holy visitor. But he 
only sees neighbors and beggars on the street. He decides to feed the beggars. 
Soon it is dark and Papa Panov retires indoors with a sigh, believing his dream 
was only a dream. But then the voice of Jesus speaks and it is revealed that 
Jesus came to Papa Panov in each and every person he helped today, from the 
street sweeper to the local beggar. 
Leo Tolstoy 
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Christmas Colouring 

 
 
 



 

 

 
The deadline for the FEBRUARY 2018 edition 

of Circuit Link is 
 

SUNDAY 21st JANUARY 2018 
 
NOTE:  All items should be sent to Hazel Jordan at 12 Semington 
Close, Taunton, TA1 2TF; email:  hazelj@templetaunton.uk or 
phone 01823 327998 
 

 
 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Superintendent Minister:  Rev Stephen Mares 

43 Manor Road, Taunton TA1 5BG 

Office:  01823 275765 
Email: srmares@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Rev Christopher Brown 
(Circuit Presbyter and D of E award Chaplain) 
5 Quantock Way, Quantock Road, Bridgwater TA6 7JZ  

Home Tel: 01278 426616   
Email: chris@revbrown.eu   
 
Rev Deborah Kirk 
36 Craig Lea, Taunton TA2 7SY  

Home Tel: 01823 334854 
Email: deborah.m.kirk@googlemail.com  
 

 
 

Taunton Deane + South Sedgemoor Circuit 
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